


386
Scholarships 

totaling
$1,291,298

$22,184,471
Grants to 

nonprofits

$3,336,783 
Competitive 
grants to 153

local nonprofits

COURAGE 

We seek the bravery 
and conviction to live 
our organizational 
values, confront wrong, 
take strategic risks, and 
pursue solutions that 
advance positive 
social change.

RESPECT

We honor every 
person’s basic human 
rights and treat each 
person with dignity.

HUMILITY

We practice humility by 
listening first, respecting 
different voices, and 
searching for ways to 
continually learn.

COLLABORATION  

We create solutions 
through transparency 
and authentic 
relationships, harness 
Fairfield County’s 
diversity, and partner 
with our community to 
accelerate change.

INCLUSIVITY  

We work to share 
power and amplify 
systematically excluded 
voices to advance equity.

Standing together 
for a stronger 
community
We are partnering with the community to create a Fairfield County where every person has an equitable 
opportunity to thrive. To do that, we are working closely with community organizations, nonprofits, businesses 
and philanthropists to advance racial equity and increase opportunity and resiliency in our region. Informed by 
three decades of collaborating with and serving our community, we have awarded more than $390 million in 
grants to nonprofits in Fairfield County and beyond. 

EQUITY 

We commit to fairness 
and justice in our work 
and are accountable to 
the highest standards.

OUR VALUES

OUR IMPACT OVER THE PAST YEAR
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Juanita James: 
A Transformative 
Leader

Juanita James’ 11-year tenure as 
chief executive transformed our 
organization and set the stage for 
the exciting launch of Fairfield 
County Forward.

Juanita, who retired in September 
2022, led the Foundation through 
a period of exceptional growth 
— nearly doubling our assets, 
overseeing more than $200 million 
in grantmaking, and building a long 
list of important partnerships and 
collaborations throughout 
Fairfield County.

She also challenged our board 
and team — and our community 
— to focus on how to make 
Fairfield County more equitable 
and to increase access in housing, 
education and employment, so that 
we all have a greater opportunity 
to thrive.

The stories in this report are 
reflective of Juanita’s one-of-a-kind 
leadership, which has influenced our 
future vision and will continue to 
impact our work for years to come. 



Dear Friends,

Briggs Tobin was an incredible friend and partner to so many in		
Fairfield County.

His influence on the Community Foundation, where he served as Chair from 
2020 until his unexpected passing on April 7, 2022, cannot be overstated.

It was my honor to work alongside Briggs as our Board and Staff developed the 
framework for the Fairfield County Forward initiative — our commitment to 
partnering with our community to ensure that every person in Fairfield County 
has an equitable opportunity to thrive.

Briggs believed firmly in the idea that our community is stronger when we 
ensure that more of us have a pathway to a quality education, safe and 
affordable housing, and top-notch healthcare. Now, as we begin an exciting  
new chapter, the Community Foundation is poised to carry forward Briggs’ 
legacy by doubling down on our commitment to achieving this vision.

Before we look ahead, let’s also look back at what we have accomplished 
together this past year.

The top-line numbers show that we granted more than $22.2 million to 
1,400 nonprofits, awarded more than $1.2 million in scholarships, and 
partnered with our community to raise $2.2 million on Fairfield County’s 
Giving Day. These efforts continue to make Fairfield County a more inclusive 
and equitable community. All of this is positively impacting lives throughout 
our community — and it would not be possible without the generosity of our 
donors and the dedication of our partners.

Together, we’ve also laid the groundwork for an impactful future by promoting 
Mendi Blue Paca to serve as our new President and CEO and launching Fairfield 
County Forward.

Fairfield County Forward signifies an evolving approach, one that is centered  
on partnering with the community in new ways and is grounded in the values 
of equity, inclusivity, humility, collaboration, respect and courage. It challenges 
us to listen deeply, build trust, and forge stronger relationships.

Our board is energized by this new endeavor and is excited to confront the 
challenges and grasp the opportunities that lie ahead.

We are grateful for your support and interest in working to 
create a stronger, more equitable Fairfield County.

Edwin L. Ford,
Board Chair

EDWIN L. FORD
Board Chair,

Fairfield County's
Community Foundation
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Dear Friends,

This has been a year of building bridges — bridges that connect  
today’s Fairfield County to a future where everyone has an equitable 
opportunity to thrive.

At the Community Foundation, we’ve constructed a bridge that links the 
impactful work of my predecessor, Juanita James, to a new initiative called 
Fairfield County Forward, which deepens our commitment to closing our 
region’s wide opportunity gaps by addressing the root causes of inequity.  
To realize this ambition, we are taking on the challenge of dismantling the 
systems and structures that limit opportunities. We’re partnering with our 
community to understand and address the foundation of our county’s 
disparities, which are undeniably race-based. And we’re rethinking the ways  
we invest in education, housing, health and workforce development to  
achieve greater racial equity.

We’ve added to our talented team, gathered input from every corner  
of our community, and strengthened relationships with community  
organizations, nonprofits, government and business. We’re engaging  
our donors in new ways — and bringing new investments to the table  
to double down on our commitments.

You’ll see our evolving approach throughout this report as you explore 
how we’re amplifying the impact of groundbreaking programs delivered 
by Bridgeport’s PT Partners; investing in the holistic health of women and 
girls through the emme coalition; and advocating for change through our 
partnership with Fairfield County’s Center for Housing Opportunity. 

These programs offer glimpses of what we can accomplish for our  
community when we collectively confront challenges and think  
differently about what’s possible.

But our most important work lies ahead. We cannot truly deliver on our  
mission unless we support and encourage efforts to bring our community 
together in innovative ways. That means working across sectors and town  
and city borders in pursuit of a shared, aspirational vision for Fairfield County.  
It means understanding that the barriers to opportunity across housing,  
health, education and employment are intrinsically linked. It means pursuing 
systemic ways to remove those barriers in alignment and collaboration.

Because of your generosity, your imagination, and your partnership, we’ve 
made great progress in positioning the Community Foundation to support  
our community — building a bridge between our history and our future.

Thank you for your support and I look forward to working 
together to propel Fairfield County forward.

Mendi Blue Paca,
President & CEO

MENDI BLUE PACA
President & CEO,
Fairfield County's
Community Foundation
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High Costs of the 
Housing Crisis
Fairfield County’s Center for Housing Opportunity Engages 
Community for Equitable Housing Access

The high cost of housing in Fairfield County is commonly 
accepted as a tradeoff for living in a community known  
for terrific schools, abundant open spaces and  
beautiful waterfronts.

But this narrative hides the fact that Fairfield County  
is facing a housing crisis that threatens our community’s 
short- and long-term economic health. 

Simply put, our community does not have a large enough 
supply of affordable housing to accommodate those who 
live and work here.

“Communities need a range of housing options that  
are available to them,” said Sharon Calitro, Planning 
Director for the City of Danbury’s Department of 
Planning and Zoning. “There is a clear need for both 
homeownership and rental housing, and we need to 

ensure we are trying to address that gap and are providing 
units to those who need them the most.”

When those who live and work in a community have 
access to affordable rental housing and have a clear path 
to homeownership, they have a better opportunity to 
thrive and build family assets.

That’s why we joined forces with the Housing Collective, 
Regional Plan Association and the Partnership for Strong 
Communities to launch Fairfield County’s Center for 
Housing Opportunity (FCCHO). 

FCCHO works with residents, government, community 
organizations, nonprofits and business leaders to identify 
and implement equitable solutions to Fairfield County’s 
affordable housing challenge.

HOUSING
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SHARON CALITRO
Planning Director for the City of Danbury's
Department of Planning and Zoning

“�There is a clear 
need for both 
homeownership and 
rental housing, and we 
need to ensure we are 
trying to address that 
gap and are providing 
units to those who need 
them the most.”

Learn more at FCCFoundation.org/Housing

To date, 125 local organizations are leveraging FCCHO 
data to inform their affordable housing planning 
strategies; 2,200 local residents have engaged with 
the program; and 269 residents have participated in 
Fairfield County Talks Housing, a program that organizes 
community-led meetings to connect residents with 
experts and local officials about housing in their towns.

“You can’t just create a plan in a vacuum,” Sharon  
said. “You need to first get all of the resources and people 
involved who hold this issue close to their heart. You need 
to connect with advocates to engage the community, and 
I believe that’s what we’re achieving here.”

For more information on Fairfield County’s Center for 
Housing Opportunity, please contact Julian Pierce, Director 
of Economic Opportunity, at JPierce@FCCFoundation.org.

are leveraging FCCHO data to inform their affordable housing planning strategies.

have participated in Fairfield County Talks Housing.

125 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

269 RESIDENTS
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MONICA JACKSON
Optimus Health Care, Community Health Worker

The Game 
Changer
When we work together, we 
can achieve a better future  
for all women and girls in 
Fairfield County.

THE FUND FOR WOMEN & GIRLS

“�emme is a way out for the 
women in our community 
who never even thought 
about imagining their 
dreams coming true.  
emme lets them realize 
their full potential.”

As a community health worker with 
Optimus Health Care, Monica Jackson 
advocates for women and girls in the 
emme coalition program so they can 
follow their dreams and realize their 
full potential. 
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Monica Jackson’s grit and determination have taken  
her a long way.

But she wonders what she would have achieved if she  
had come of age in a different environment.

“Growing up, I could sing and dance and had so many 
other talents,” Jackson said, recalling her childhood in east 
Bridgeport. “But I never had anyone who believed in me.” 

Today, she is helping a new generation of girls growing  
up in Bridgeport as one of the first community health 
workers hired for the emme coalition, the newest 
signature program of the Community Foundation’s  
Fund for Women & Girls.

Working at the intersection of physical wellness,  
behavioral health and social services, the emme coalition 
is a research-driven program that takes a holistic approach 
to addressing the barriers that prevent women and girls 
from receiving quality healthcare and reaching their  
full potential.

Designed with a trauma-informed lens, the emme 
coalition’s mission is to put women back in the driver’s 
seat of their lives. To date, the program has provided  
direct services to 100 women and indirect services to 
1,000 more.

“emme is a support system,” Jackson said. “emme is a 
way out for the women in our community who never even 
thought about imagining their dreams coming true.  
emme lets them realize their full potential.”

As a community health worker, Jackson’s role is to be an 
active listener, a trusted confidant and on-call support 
system for the women and girls enrolled in emme.

“When we go through hard things in life, we forget who  
we are as women, as individuals,” she said. “We find 
ourselves being a mom, a sister, a daughter or maybe even 
a friend, but we forget who we are as women. We forget 
to follow our dreams and to set goals for ourselves and to 
challenge ourselves. And it gets sad and depressing, and 
you find yourself trapped to the point that you can’t think 
beyond that.”

Jackson’s powerful personal story, combined with her 
education and training as a community health worker, 
allow her to build an authentic connection and establish 
a depth of understanding and compassion that’s proven 
immeasurable in the program’s success.

“If emme wasn’t here, these women still wouldn’t have the 
services they need to survive and thrive,” she said. “For 
me, emme is a game changer that truly changes lives. It 
gives women back their confidence and their joy for life.”

direct services to indirect services to

100 WOMEN 1,000 MORE

Learn more at  FCCFoundation.org/emme
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The Power 
of Prevention
Sexual Violence Prevention Collaborative 
Engages Youth through Sports
Many sexual violence programs focus on helping those 
who experience sexual violence trauma.

But imagine if instead of intervening to provide support 
after a person experiences sexual violence, we could 
prevent these horrific events from ever happening.

That’s the mission behind the Sexual Violence Prevention 
Collaborative (SVPC) — a powerful partnership between 
the Community Foundation, The Rowan Center, The 
Greenwich YWCA, The Center for Family Justice and The 
Triangle Community Center that is working to eliminate 
sexual violence in Fairfield County. 

The Collaborative was organized by FCCF’s Fund for 
Women & Girls in 2018 and has provided ongoing support 
for the participating nonprofits.

“The only way we can lessen sexual violence is if we 
teach healthy boundaries in the first place,” said Sarah 
Malhotra, director of education and training of The Rowan 
Center in Stamford. “If we can teach people how not to do 
sexual violence, we’ll have a much healthier and happier 
community.”

To date, its work has centered on teaching prevention 
to young people in Fairfield County by partnering with 
important and trusted messengers: athletic coaches.

THE FUND FOR WOMEN & GIRLS

 “�If we can provide coaches with the resources and education 
on the important role they can play in preventing sexual 
violence and creating safe and inclusive spaces, it benefits 
every single person in that environment.”
CADENCE PENTHENY
Triangle Community Center, Coordinator of Community & Corporate Learning
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Greenwich. “The issue is so important as it affects all of 
us. The SVPC has been and continues to be committed 
to creating a safe, healthy, pro-social and anti-violent 
community in Fairfield County.”

Explore more FWG Programs 
FCCFoundation.org/FWG

“Sports teams are powerful places for building community 
and connection with each other,” said Cadence Pentheny, 
coordinator of community and corporate learning of The 
Triangle Community Center. “Coaches are viewed as very 
influential mentors by both athletes and parents. If we can 
provide coaches with the resources and education on the 
important role they can play in preventing sexual violence 
and creating safe and inclusive spaces, it benefits every 
single person in that environment.”

SVPC’s Coaches as Partners program has trained more 
than 260 Fairfield County coaches, players, parent 
volunteers and athletic directors on prevention of sexual 
violence and bystander intervention.

It uses an educational curriculum designed to engage 
and provide resources to local athletic directors, coaches 
and school administrators to support the significant role 
they can play in preventing sexual violence. The program 
focuses on character building and leadership, as well as 
teaching bystander intervention skills.

“Everyone knows someone who’s experienced sexual 
violence, even if no one has shared that with you,” said 
Rosie Enyart, violence prevention coordinator for YWCA 

Pictured, left to right: Sarah Malhotra, Education Program Manager for The 
Rowan Center; Rosie Enyart, Youth Engagement & Community Educator 
for YWCA Greenwich; Katelyn Owens, Violence Prevention Specialist at the 
Center for Family Justice; and Cadence Pentheny, Coordinator of Community 
& Corporate Learning for Triangle Community Center.

SVPC’s Coaches as Partners
program has trained 

Fairfield County coaches, players, 
parent volunteers and athletic directors 

on prevention of sexual violence and 
bystander intervention.

MORE THAN
260
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Leveling 
the Playing 
Field for 
Nonprofits
Resilia Partnership Brings Comprehensive 
Support to BIPOC-led and Serving Grantees

CENTER FOR NONPROFIT EXCELLENCE
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Leaders of smaller nonprofits face constant tension 
when they make decisions about how to allocate 
their resources.

Every dollar and hour spent on marketing, fundraising and 
consulting takes resources away from delivering on their 
mission. But they need to market, fundraise and invest in 
support services in order to have resources and meet their 
organizational goals in the first place.

The nonprofit platform Resilia is designed to help nonprofit 
leaders navigate this tension.

From providing a hub of online resources, including 
strategic planning and storytelling templates, to offering 
peer learning and coaching services, Resilia helps level the 
playing field for small nonprofits by tailoring its services and 
tools based on the individual needs of the organization.

FCCF’s Center for Nonprofit Excellence began a 
partnership with Resilia in 2022 to provide the platform to 
BIPOC-led and serving nonprofits in Fairfield County.

The partnership supports 25 nonprofits enrolled in the 
program, with peer-to-peer coaching sessions serving 
as one of the platform’s most valuable resources. This 
comprehensive one-on-one coaching promotes equity 
among nonprofits by helping leaders – from executive 
directors to boards of directors – create personalized 
pathways tailored to the specific mission and unique goals 
for each organization.

“�Resilia gives us access 
to tools that other 
nonprofits are already 
using as a best practice 
and allows our small staff 
and board to utilize our 
time and resources most 
effectively.”

“Before Resilia, we didn’t have access to a lot of the 
information provided on the platform. The resources on 
the site and having direct access to their staff who guide 
us and answer our questions help us perform better, so 
that we can become more effective in expanding our 
community impact,” said Lana Gifas, Executive Director 
of the Women’s Mentoring Network, one of the Fairfield 
County nonprofits that is using Resilia. “It gives us access 
to tools that other nonprofits are already using as a best 
practice and allows our small staff and Board to utilize our 
time and resources most effectively.”

BIPOC-led and serving nonprofits interested in learning 
more about Resilia can contact Rebecca Cordero,  
CNE Manager, at RCordero@FCCFoundation.org.

Lana Gifas, Executive Director of Women’s Mentoring 
Network, says online resources and coaching from 
Resilia have helped her nonprofit increase its impact.

Learn more at FCCFoundation.org∕ELEVATEpr

LANA GIFAS
Executive Director of the Women’s Mentoring Network
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Driving Community 
Change Through 
Shared Power
PT Partners Empowers Residents to Advocate for Change
More than 9 in 10 of the households in Bridgeport’s  
PT Barnum Apartments are home to single mothers  
with young children. And in a system that deliberately 
places hurdles in the path of single parents, the odds  
are often stacked against them.

PT Partners, a community-based initiative started 
in collaboration with Fairfield County’s Community 
Foundation in 2014, works with residents in the 360-unit 
public housing community to remove these hurdles by 
working together.

It starts with the way the organization is structured. At PT 
Partners, there is no one leader or supervisor. Instead, it 
adopts what it calls a “leader-full” model in which resident 
leaders have the power to make decisions that best 
benefit their community. 

The structure empowers residents to advocate collectively 
and to have a stronger presence in discussions that 
address structural inequities.

“The structure of the organization is based on Black 
feminism,” said Vanessa Liles, Co-Project Director of PT 
Partners. “That is important because it teaches everyone 
to support one another, so that if one person leaves, for 
example, the organization could still go on successfully.”

The approach provides strength in numbers and creates 
opportunities for residents to work together and develop 
skills that can transform their lives.

With that in mind, PT Partners leveraged a $30,000 
capacity-building grant from the Community Foundation 
to deliver training programs to help the 20 residents on 
its staff learn how to perform administrative work and 
manage the organization’s daily operations. 

The grant also helped to create a new position – 
Systems Change fellow. The resident leader who serves 
as Systems Change fellow actively participates in 
discussions and has a stronger presence in spaces where 
decisions are being made about the issues that affect the 
community they live in.

Moving forward, the organization will encourage more 
residents to get involved with taking action around 
community safety, getting the fire department involved to 
create safety plans for evacuation, and receiving hands-on 
CPR training through the American Heart Association. 

“The residents already have the knowledge because of 
what many of them experience on a daily basis,” Liles 
added. “Because of their experiences, they know exactly 
what the community needs and therefore it is up to us as 
a professional organization to help expand their skills and 
ability to change the systems.”

Help people to power solutions: 
FCCFoundation.org/PTP

PARTNERSHIPS
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VANESSA LILES
PT Partners, Co-Project Director

“�The structure of the organization is based on Black 
feminism – that is important because it teaches 
everyone to support one another, so that if one 
person leaves, for example, the organization could 
still go on successfully.”

PT Partners participants work as co-leaders to bring about positive change in  
their own community. Top left: Vanessa Liles; Top Right: Shaurice Bacon; Center:  
Randy Agosto; Bottom Left: Evelyn Medina; Bottom Right: Dione Dwyer. 
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Long-Term Investment Portfolio: The investment 
objective is long-term capital appreciation. The portfolio 
is actively managed and invested in a diversified portfolio 
of Global Equity, Fixed Income and Alternative Investment 
Strategies. The asset allocation is 53% Equity, 32% 
Alternative Investments and 15% Fixed Income.

Social Impact Fund: This Fund invests in several mutual 
funds that focus on socially responsible investing activities 
over a medium-term horizon. The target asset allocation is 
65% Equity and 35% Fixed Income.

Vanguard Balanced Index Fund Admiral Shares (VBIAX): 
VBIAX invests in a diversified portfolio of passive U.S. Index 
Funds with a target asset allocation of 60% Equity and  
40% Fixed Income. VBIAX is designed for investors seeking 
a balance between income and capital growth with  
a medium-term investment horizon.

Money Market: This investment option provides donors 
with liquidity and principal protection. 

$247 MILLION  
IN NET ASSETS
DOWN 1.6%

$42.2 MILLION  
IN CONTRIBUTIONS
UP 46.9%

A Note About Our Financials
During the Fiscal Year 2022, markets and investors — including the Community Foundation — faced strong headwinds 
as global markets were negatively impacted by three main themes: rising interest rates, supply chain shortages, and a 
normalization of markets post COVID-19.

The majority of Fairfield County’s Community Foundation’s assets are held in our long-term investment portfolio. This pool 
of investments is a globally diversified portfolio across stocks, bonds and alternative investments such as hedge funds, 
private equity and private real assets. The long-term pool was down 7.5%; however, the portfolio did well compared to 
peers. And while our investments declined overall by $18.1 million during the fiscal year, FCCF’s Investment and Finance 
committees will continue to manage our accounts with a long-range view that will ensure that we can continue to serve 
our community for generations to come.

Investment Options
Fairfield County's Community Foundation offers a variety of investment options designed to meet your philanthropic 
goals and objectives.

Custom Option
Your Investment Advisor: For charitable funds of $250,000 or more, the Community Foundation can work with your 
trusted financial advisor to manage your fund. If this option is right for you, simply put us in touch with your financial 
advisor and our team will take care of the rest.
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FY2022 FY2021

Revenues

Contributions and Other Revenue $       42,196,280 $        28,718,841 

Investment Income, Net of Expenses   (18,093,044) 53,121,029 

Total Revenues   $        24,103,236 $           81,839,870 

Expenses

Grants $       22,392,653 $         28,795,581 

Other Expenses     5,615,392    5,257,593 

Total Expenses $        28,008,045 $          34,053,174 

Change in Net Assets $       (3,904,809) $        47,786,696 

Assets

Cash and Other Assets $         7,578,479 $             1,561,141  

Investments    250,860,697    262,603,565 

Total Assets $      258,439,176 $       264,164,706 

Liabilities and Net Assets

Grants Payable & Accounts Payable $        1,541,821 $          1,043,338

Loan Payable         -             529,352 

Agency Funds & Other Liabilities   9,891,066   11,680,918 

Total Liabilities     11,432,887               13,253,608 

Net Assets   247,006,289    250,911,098 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $    258,439,176 $       264,164,706 

TOTAL:      $23,475,769*

Donor Advised	 $16,184,647

Discretionary	 $4,034,560

Designated	 $1,043,516

Scholarship	 $1,291,298

Agency	  $921,748

Let us help 
you make your 
charitable giving 
even more 
meaningful and 
effective. 

Contact us at 
(203) 750-3200.

GRANTS BY FUND TYPE

JULY 1, 2021 - JUNE 30, 2022

For a complete copy of Fairfield County’s Community Foundation’s audited financial statements and tax returns (IRS Form 990), please visit 
FCCFoundation.org/Financial or contact our Finance Department at 203.750.3200.

*Audited; does not include nonprofit endowment funds.

*Includes nonprofit endowment funds

Financial Statement*
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These traits led her to earn a degree from Columbia Law 
School and launch her career as an attorney who had a 
passion for immigration cases.

“If she knew something was wrong, she would take 
matters into her own hands,” recalls Julia’s mother,  
Lily Ann Marden.

Julia was just starting her adult life when she died 
unexpectedly at the age of 26.

For Lily Ann and her husband, Sassan Ghahramani,  
the sudden loss of their talented daughter has brought 
unspeakable grief. But in the face of their indescribable 
pain, Lilly Ann and Sassan have vowed to make sure her 
memory lives on in others who share Julia’s spirit.

“We lost our daughter, and the world lost all of the 
hopes and dreams that Julia could have achieved for the 
remainder of her life,” said Sassan of his family’s decision 
to create the The Julia Ghahramani Foundation. “It’s 
important to us to have a legacy for Julia to try and make 
some positive change in the world.”

The Julia Ghahramani Foundation, a donor-advised fund 
at FCCF, supports nonprofits, students and student-led 
organizations dedicated to social justice issues including 
gun control, hunger, homelessness, women's rights, 
immigrant and refugee rights and criminal justice.

“‘To change the world in some way, in one way or another,’ 
was her high school yearbook quote,” said Lily Ann. “We 
want to help other young people who are trying to change 
the world and instill these ideals that a younger generation 
can help change the world for the better.”

For anyone who would like to learn more about 
supporting The Julia Ghahramani Foundation, please visit 
TheJuliaGhahramaniFoundation.org. 

To learn more about how FCCF can support your  
giving, please contact Joseph Collin, Vice President  
of Philanthropy, at JCollin@FCCFoundation.org.

NEW FUNDS

“�To change 
the world in 
some way, 
in one way 
or another”

Set up your own fund:
FCCFoundation.org/CreateFund

Julia, center, celebrates her graduation from Columbia Law School in 
2020 with her beloved siblings Kim and Greg.

Julia Ghahramani was an advocate 
and a leader who combined a sharp 
intellect with a deep reservoir of 
empathy and compassion.
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New Funds

Gifts noted were made from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.

THE JULIA GHAHRAMANI FOUNDATION
The mission of the Foundation is to support charitable 
organizations, students and student-led organizations dedicated 
to social justice issues including human rights, gun control, 
hunger, homelessness, women’s rights, immigrant and refugee 
rights, criminal justice, legal representation and access to 
education and economic opportunity for disadvantaged youth.

The Foundation honors Julia by upholding her beliefs in 
democracy, equality, fair treatment and opportunity for all 
people. It seeks to carry on Julia’s dedication throughout her 
beautiful 26 years, as a child, student and young attorney, 
to help her fellow humans, to empower youth, to build 

community and to ensure all 
people have access to justice. 
It also continues Julia’s work by 
supporting leadership development 
in young adults who are actively 
striving, as she did, to make the 
world a better place for all.

BUCHANAN'S 200% FUTURO FUND
The mission of this corporate donor-advised fund is to 
support charitable organizations aligned with the focus 
areas of Diageo North America, Inc. to celebrate and support 
today’s multi-faceted Hispanic Americans by elevating their 
voices and supporting those inspiring their local communities 
through their passions and crafts while embracing their 
Hispanic roots.

CARTER MORSE & GOODRICH FOUNDATION
The purpose of the Fund is to support public charitable 
organizations which are classified under Section 501(c)(3) of 
Internal Revenue Code that are aligned with the interest of 
the donors, with a focus on entrepreneurship, innovation and 
professional advancement.

HARLEY & CO. FUND
The purpose of the Fund is to support public charitable 
organizations that are classified under Section 501 (c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and are aligned with the interests 
of the donors.

KORRY/PANOVKA CHARITABLE FUND
The purpose of the Fund is to support The Norwalk Art Space 
Inc and other 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations in Fairfield 
County and other areas of the United States. 

DUDLEY N. WILLIAMS, JR. MEMORIAL FUND
This Memorial Fund was established to honor the remarkable 
life of Dudley N. Williams, Jr, a pillar of the Stamford 
community. As a tireless advocate for a quality education for 
all, Dudley left an indelible mark on public education in our 
region. To honor his legacy, the Fund seeks to support the 
causes closest to Dudley by investing in organizations and 
programs that support Stamford youth and enable them to 
reach their full potential.

Philanthropic giving can have 
an impact for generations to 
come when you establish a 
fund with Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation. We 
gratefully acknowledge the 
following charitable funds 
established over the past year.

      Below: Sassan Ghahramani and Lily Ann Marden founded The Julia 
Ghahramani Foundation at FCCF to carry on the legacy of their daughter, 
a social justice champion who dreamed of making a difference as an 
immigration attorney.

      Below right: After the Marjory Stoneman Douglas school shootings in 
2018, Julia helped organize and lead the New York March for Our Lives 
demonstrations, speaking on the steps of City Hall as the movement’s 
deputy director and press liaison.

19FCCFoundation.org



FUTURE SOCIETY

But when she decided to make a planned gift and join 
FCCF’s Future Society more than two decades ago, Davidoff 
guaranteed that her generosity would improve the lives of 
Fairfield County women for generations to come.

“Paying it forward was very much a part of our 
grandmother’s legacy,” said Ida’s grandson, David Houts. 
“She was the daughter of immigrants, and my grandfather 
immigrated to America when he was a child. They both 
had the good fortune of receiving charitable support 
during extraordinary challenges, and together, they were 
able to create a wonderful life and become an example of 
wanting to pass that good fortune on to others.”

Davidoff established The Banyan Tree Fund through 
her will in 1999. The Fund — a donor-advised fund at 
the Community Foundation — supports the education 
and economic advancement of women and children. Its 
most recent grant supported Mercy Learning Center, a 
Bridgeport nonprofit that provides literacy and life skills 
training to help women achieve their dreams.

Join a group of visionary philanthropists: 
FCCFoundation.org/Future

“Grandma felt strongly about supporting women and 
furthering their lives in a way that if they’re struggling to get 
started in life, to make sure that we’re giving those women a 
hand-up,” said Nina Bixler, granddaughter of Davidoff.

Davidoff’s passion for advancing and elevating women is 
also wrapped in another layer of her legacy: To give her 
family a reason to stay actively in touch.

She designated the youngest grandchild of each of her 
children to serve as the Fund’s advisers, creating both a 
reason and a common purpose for her extended family to 
keep in touch and stay connected. 

“There’s the impact you’re having on society, and on 
a familial level, you can also have a positive impact on 
your own family members by involving your future 
generations,” Bixler said. “We want people to know that the 
spirit of somebody can live on through their donations and 
to encourage others to offer a legacy of this type to keep 
generations both in touch with each other and continue 
family philanthropy.”

For more information on becoming a member of FCCF’s 
Future Society, please contact Joseph Collin, Vice 
President of Philanthropy, at JCollin@FCCFoundation.org.

Through a grant from The Banyan Tree Fund, mothers can attend Mercy 
Learning Center's literacy and life skills classes while their children 
participate in early-childhood learning.

Dr. Ida Davidoff, pictured with 
her husband Leo, continues 
to make an impact for Fairfield 
County women through her 
legacy of planned giving.

A Grandmother’s Gift 
of Generational Giving
Ida Fisher Davidoff may not have seen 
herself as a visionary philanthropist. 
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CURRENT

The Future Society honors visionary members who have made a commitment through 
bequests and other planned gifts to make an impact for generations to come.

Let us help you plan your enduring legacy: FCCFoundation.org/Future · (203) 750-3211

REMEMBERED

Charlotte and John Suhler, Chairs

Millette Alexander

Molly Alger and Jay Dirnberger

Anonymous

Jeannette Archer-Simons and 
Robert E. Simons

James R. and Kaye E. Barker

Nancy Bassett

Barbara Louise Blauvelt

Gene Celentano

Sharon Danosky

Daryl Duarte and David M. Schiffer 

Bari S. Dworken

W. Michael and Ellen Funck

Brian Goldstein

Mike and Sally Harris

Lori Hashizume and Douglas Fried

Fiona Hodgson

Bruce Hubler

Juanita T. James

Charles W. and Rachel Jensen, Jr.

William R. Knobloch

Helen L. and Richard Koven

John Marshall Lee, CLU, RHU

Barbara Littlefield

Ronald J. Lowe and 
Nancy A. Tartaglia

Charles MacCormack

Jeremy Main

Ann S. Mandel

Brian and Cindy Meehl

Jacqueline and Doug Millan

Jonathan and Elena Moffly

Linda M. Molnar

Liz Morten

Steven A. Mueller

John E. Nelson, II

Gregory and Sue Neumann

Jane Norgren

James M. Photis

Marianne Pollak

Thomas Purcell, M.D.

Jane and Robert Ready

Maya Reddi

Cynthia Richter

June Rosenthal

John and Sally Schlachtenhaufen

Curtis and Katharine Welling

Herbert and Deanne Winokur

Donald C. Baldwin

Elizabeth Wingfield Barnett

Frances D. Barry

Evelyn K. Bausman

Stuart S. Bernard

Harry Brodbeck

Ida Davidoff

Barbara Benton Davis

Frances Marian Deas

Sally Dickson

Joan T. Diedolf

Anna K. Dziuba 

Robert B. Factor

Sarah Factor

Mary Elizabeth Farman

Eric Ferguson

Thomas Gilmartin

Father John B. Giuliani

Jane Gade Halliwell

Irene Handleman

Frances M. Hansson

Edward Harrison

Dorothea Havighorst

Eduvina Hennigar

Helen D. Hermes

Dorothy Herrmann

Mary Elizabeth Hill

Mia Holthausen

Ellen N. Hosiosky

Michele Hubler

Gloria Marion Jankowich

Shirley Jankowich

Henry L. Katz

Audrey Knobloch

Helen A. Kukiel

Vicki Lesser

Charlton Lyman

Patricia Main

Dorothy A. Massello

Elizabeth Matthews

Thomas R. McCullough

Stella Margaret McHenry

Sylvia Mitchell

Katharine Mountcastle

Kenneth F. Mountcastle, Jr.

Dorothy E. Moxley

Helen Muller

Roy G. and Carolyn H. Neumann

Leo Nevas, Esq.

Elizabeth Bissell Northcross

Edward V. and Grace Nunes

Janice Park

Nancy J. Pilgard

James Powell-Tuck

Jonathan Prince

Mary Josephine Rahatz

Philip W. and Frances Ramer

Dr. Charles E. Reed

Elizabeth Phillips Rich

Jean Gregory Richmond

Pamela W. Ritter

Leah and David E. Robinson

William Morris Saba

Joseph J. Santry

Dorothy M. Savage

Edgar T. See

Harriet Sherman

Gary Allen Smith

Richard E. Smith

Marilyn Spence

Edmund C. Spencer

Virginia B. Squiers

Ruth Sternbach

Susan B. Supple

Cecelia Telickey

Mary Varaljai

Joan M. Warburg

Edward K. Warren

Julia Wasserman

Ernest A. and Lee Wiehl, Jr.

Gene Wilder

Dudley Williams, Jr.
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DESIGNATED FUNDS
3030 Park Grants-in-Aid Fund

R & E Aiello Fund

Marian Anderson Vocal Award Fund

Ann's Fund

Aaron S. Avery Fund

Barquin-Bullard-Thompson ABCD 
Scholarship Fund

Nancy J. Bassett Oncology 
Scholarship Fund

Bethany Congregational Church 
Education Fund

Edward F. Bodine Fund

Bridgeport Learn Not to Burn

Bridgeport Public Education 
Endowment Fund

Bridgeport Rotary Club 
Endowment Fund

Cecelia K. Burdett/V.N.S. of CT, Inc. 
Scholarship Fund

William and Philip Carlson Fund 

Charlton Trust Fund

Paul Corwel Fund

Sally Dickson Fund

Richard O. Dietrich Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Alban J. Fee, Sr. 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

FHS Class of '41 Fund

Fund for the Center for 
Global Studies

Gellatly Family Fund

A Gift for Bridgeport Children

Girl Scout Campership Endowment

Christian I. & Hilma A. Gravesen 
Memorial Fund

Anastasia P. and Peter S. 
Hardy Fund

Percy C.K. & Edna Morgan 
Harrison Fund

Percy, Edna, and Edward E. 
Harrison Fund

William L. Hawkins 
Scholarship Fund

Hawley Memorial Trumbull 
Library Fund

Charles M. Herbert & Barbara W. 
Herbert Barnum Festival Fund

High School Scholarship 
Foundation of Fairfield

Seymour I. Hollander Fund

Invest in Fairfield County Fund

Lester Johnson Memorial Fund

Sanford D. Katz Fund

Julia Keefe Scholarship Fund

Kimball Cancer Fund

Norman King & Laura Eales 
Parsells Fund

Robert G. & Jean D. Lee Fund

Byron S. Lindley Memorial Fund

Ralph L. Lockhart Scholarship Fund

Lord Fund

Arthur and Gladys Lunin Fund

Arthur and Gladys Lunin Funds 
to benefit:

Ahlbin Center
American Cancer Society
American Health  
Assistance Foundation
American Joint Jewish 
Distribution Committee
American ORT
Anti-Defamation League  
of B'Nai Brith
Arthritis Association
Heritage Institution  
of Ellis Island
HIAS
Jerusalem Foundation
Jewish Community Center
Jewish Federation of  
Greater Bridgeport
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation
Kennedy Center, Inc.
Kids in Crisis

Arthur and Gladys Lunin Youth 
Funds to benefit:

Congregation B'Nai Israel
Jewish Community Center

Stephen Lyman/Greenwich 
Workshop Wilderness Fund

Marjorie and Mabel Fund

Philip R. Marsilius Fund

Rocio Garces Martinez Fund

McCullough-Wilkinson 
Families Fund

Robert and Sophia Mitchell 
Memorial Fund

William H. Moffitt, IV Cultural 
Arts Fund

Edward J. Morgan Fund

June & Rachel Muhs Fund

Leo Nevas Memorial Fund estb. 
by Newman's Own Foundation

Jane Norgren CLC Fund 
for Children

Norwalk Senior Center 
Community Lunch Fund

Norwalk Symphony 
Endowment Fund

Daniel E. Offutt, III Charitable 
Designated Fund – Weston

Daniel E. Offutt, III Charitable 
Designated Fund – Westport

Pet Animal Welfare Fund

Elizabeth M. Pfriem Fund

Phillips/Lansdale Fund

Dr. Charles E. Reed Fund

Amy Louise Rich Memorial Fund

Betsy and Jack Rich Legacy Fund

Richter Family Scholarship Fund

Kay and Ed See Fund

Arthur R. Sekerak Memorial Fund

Theodore B. Smart Fund

J. Richard Tiano Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Leroy Vaughn Scholarship Fund

Weston Lacrosse Club – Paul 
Scheufele Endowment Fund

WHHS Class of 1948 Award Fund

Thomas Berry Willson 
Memorial Fund

WIN-WIN Fund

Ginny Yurch Memorial Fund

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS
Across the Globe Children's 
Foundation Fund

The Charlie and Georgia Adams 
Family Fund

The Armah Family Fund

Delbert L. Auray, Sr. Fund

Back to You Fund

Lucy and David Ball Family Fund

Band Central Fund

Bannow-Noren Fund

James R. and Kaye E. Barker Fund

John P. and Nancy J. Bassett Fund

Louise Baum, Eastern Bag & Paper 
Co., Inc. Fund

Theodore H. and Margaret S. Beard 
Excellence in Teaching Award

Berkowitz & Hanna 
Charitable Fund

James P. and Elinor Upton 
Biggs Fund

Judith L. Biggs Fund

Bisset Family Fund

Block Family Fund

Bluefish Foundation Fund

Bluenose Fund

Richard P. & Barbara A. 
Bodine Fund

Bordman-Beardsley Fund

Bosworth Fund

The Bowes-Weller 
Family Foundation

BRAD Fund

Jessica Lee Brett Memorial Fund

The Bridgeport Public Art Fund

Bridgeport Public Housing 
Resident Support Fund

Colleen Doyle Britt Education Fund

Brooklawn Country Club Golf 
Association Fund

Buchanan's 200% Futuro Fund

Buckeye Fund

Bulleit Frontier Fund

Thank you for choosing us as your 
philanthropic partner. As financial 
stewards dedicated to helping you 
make the most of your giving, we 
are honored to work with nearly 600 
individuals, families, companies and 
nonprofits who have established 
funds at Fairfield County's 
Community Foundation. 

Your generosity is making a powerful 
impact to build up communities 
where everyone has an opportunity 
to thrive.

Funds
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James and Margot Butler 
Family Fund

Carter Morse & 
Goodrich Foundation

Charlie's Cure Fund

Octavio & Marianela Choy Fund

Thomas C. Clark Fund

Clarkson Family Fund

Mildred (Aunt Mimi) Cohn Fund

Como & Nicholson Fund

Connecticut Alliance for Racial 
Equity (C.A.R.E.) Fund

Crown Royal Generosity Fund

Hugh and Eleanor Curran 
Memorial Fund

Daffodil Fund

Banyan Tree Fund of the Leo & Ida 
Davidoff Family

Barbara Benton Davis Fund

Delany Family Fund

Diageo Community Fund

Bern Dibner Gift

The Dobber Fund

Donald J. Donahue Family 
Advisory Fund

Benjamin and Frances Doto 
Family Fund

The Downer Family Fund

George and Mary Dunbar 
Family Fund

Henry B. duPont, III Advise 
and Consult Fund

Education Matters Fund

Fath Family Charitable Fund

The Elizabeth Ferguson Fund

G. Neil Ferguson Fund

Five Crowns Fund

Food Bank of Fairfield County, 
Inc. Fund

Forester Community 
Education Fund

The Franklin Fund

Sean Manuel Gage Memorial Fund

Garavel Auto Group Fund

Geller-Conarck Memorial Fund

The Julia Ghahramani Foundation

Amalia and Nicola Giuliani Fund

Giving Forward Fund

Goodspeed Fund

Graham Overbrook Fund

Colin and Eileen Green Fund

Joshua Greenberg Memorial Fund

Guinness Gives Back Fund

Peter Hanson Fund

Harley & Co. Fund

Mike and Sally Harris Fund

Winlow and Marian Heard 
Family Fund

Heidenreich Family Fund

Hellogood Fund

Higher Ground Fund

Pablo de Jesús Colón 
Hijo - Prosperidad Latina Fund

Hope Fund

Horton Family Fund

Dr. Ellen Hosiosky Fund

Houck Family Charitable Gift Fund

Pat and Shirley Howe Fund

The Iris Fund

Johnnie Walker Keep Walking Fund

Louis Joseloff Fund

Brenda H. Kaplan Music Fund

Keeper of the Hearth Fund

Kendall Family Fund

Keren Fund for Children

Kirmar Fund

The Kish Charitable Trust Fund

Kleeman Family Fund

John A. Klein Leadership Fund

Knobloch Fund

Korry/Panovka Charitable Fund

Mathew Kosbob Memorial Fund

The Koskoff Fund

Ruth I. Krauss Fund Early 
Childhood Development

Ladysmith Fund for 
 Women's Health

Indiana B. Langston Fund

Mark Lapine Community Fund

Marta Jo Lawrence Fund

Anne S. Leonhardt Fund

Barbara A. Leonhardt Fund

Melissa Anne Leonhardt Fund

John A. Leslie Fund

Dan Levinson Fund

Sol and Rebeka Lieberman Fund

Phillip E. and Donna M. Lint Fund

Mickey Lione Sr. Memorial Fund

Tom Liu Memorial Fund

Lockhart Jennings Family Fund

Longstreth-Pullman Family Fund

Meghan K. Lowney Fund

The MacGuire Family Fund

Mandel Family Fund

Stephen F. and Ann S. Mandel Fund

Bonnie and Gene Markowski 
Family Fund

Mary's Fund

Massad Family Fund

McDonald-Wright Family Fund

Grace McDonnell Art Fund

McGrath Family Fund

Mellis Family Fund

Christopher T. Miller Fund

Edward S. Moore Family Fund

Gilbert C. & Rosemary F. Mott Fund

George Mulvaney Foundation

The Fairfield County Neafsey 
Family Fund

The Ned Fund

Gregory and Sue Neumann Fund

Nevas Family Fund

Charles F. & Anne Meckes Niemeth 
Foundation Fund

Phyllis E. Nobile Memorial Fund

Norgren/Mahon Family Fund

Edward Vernon and Grace M. 
Nunes Fund

O'Connell Family Fund

John and Barbara O'Connor 
Education Fund

Ostuw/Leather Family Fund

The Outreach Fund

OWL Giving Fund

Norman K. Parsells Rotary 
Memorial Fund

The Piper 522 Fund

Planet Fuel Charitable Fund

Lisa Potts Polito Memorial Fund

Pollak Family Fund

Rawald Family Charitable Fund

Rebold Family Fund

Frank J. Riccio, M.D. Fund

David E. & Leah D. Robinson Fund

Rockledge Fund

Gil & Anne Rose Family Fund

Lil and Julie Rosenberg Foundation 
Inc. Fund

Sandra Rosenberg Fund

Anthony J. and Martha F. 
Ruscito Fund

Safe Harbor Fund

The Santa Family Fund

Stephen J. and Madelyn M. Santa 
Environmental Fund

The Scooter Fund

Rosamond Stephenson 
Shannon Fund

Shumway Family Fund

Richard Silver Charitable Fund

The Herbert & Nell Singer 
Foundation Fund

Skaarup Trust Fund

Smirnoff For America Fund

Eleanor Harrison Smith and Donald 
Ralph Smith Charitable Fund

The Tony Spadaccini 
(T-Spad) Memorial Fund

SpreadMusicNow Fund

Sternheim-Gardner Family Fund

Stiassni Family Fund

The Barbara F. St. John Fund

St. John Family Fund

Suhler Family Fund

Sullivan Family Fund

Taunton Press Newtown 
Children and Families Fund

Tequila Don Julio Familia Fund

Hilda Tooher-Corcoran 
Charitable Fund

Truglia Thumbelina Fund

Turtle Insurance Policy

Upton Family Child Care Fund

Vacheron Family Fund

Venman & Co. LLC Fund

Wagging Tail Fund

Clarence C. Walker Fund

Julia Wasserman Animal 
Welfare Fund

Fred & Joan Weisman Fund

Wellborn Family Fund

Westport Sunrise Rotary 
Young Voices Fund

Dudley N. Williams, Jr. 
Memorial Fund

Deanne H. and Herbert S. 
Winokur, Jr. Fund

Wood Family Fund

Joanne Woodward Fund

Yankee Doodle Fund For Music

Marie and John Zimmermann Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST 
FUNDS
ARTS & CULTURE

Bridgeport Arts, Entertainment 
and Recreation Fund

William and Philip Carlson Fund

The Charles Ettl Fund for the Arts

Sarah Wheeler Frassinelli Arts Fund

Fund for Arts and Culture

EDUCATION

Anna K. Dziuba and Eleanor K. 
Borcz Fund for Children

Fairfield County Business 
Collaborative for Education 
Equity Fund

The Ferguson Fund

Fund for Academic Excellence

Mia S. Holthausen Fund

Peter & Barbara McSpadden 
Education Fund
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Norwalk Fund for Excellence in 
Public Education

Jean Gregory Richmond Fund

Richard E. Smith Fund for Youth 
and Family

Theodore and Mariadina Steiber 
Memorial Fund

Thrive by 25

Treasure Chest Fund

HEALTH & HUMAN      
SERVICES

Advancement of Norwalk Fund

Alvord Award Fund

Auxiliary of Park City Hospital 
Endowment Fund

Baldwin Fund 

Bridgeport Energy South End Fund

William and Philip Carlson Fund

Community Response Fund

The John E. Donaldson and Denis J. 
Perkins Fund

Eye Care for the 
Underprivileged Fund

The Fairfield County COVID-19 
Resiliency Fund

Fairfield County Fund for Health 
and Wellness

Fairfield County's Community 
Foundation's Community 
Impact Fund

Fairfield County's Community 
Foundation's Fund for Women 
& Girls

Fairfield County Woman – BF 
Goodrich Childcare 
Scholarship Fund

Fund for Health and Wellness with 
a focus on Mental Health

Fund for Social Justice

Sam M. and Pauline Golden Fund

Jane Gade Halliwell Fund

Edward Mck Holly Fund

Immigrant Success Fund

The Anne Leonhardt Fund 
for the Needy

Peter & Rose Levinsky 
Memorial Fund

Arthur and Gladys Lunin 
Humanitarian Award Fund

Stella Margaret McHenry Fund

Rabbi Harry Nelson Memorial Fund

New Fairfield Community Fund

Janice Park Social Justice Fund

Ridgefield Community 
Foundation Fund

Sight Handicapped Fund

Stamcag Fund

Louis and Ruth Sternbach Fund For 
People with Disabilities

Barbara J. Stockman 
Memorial Fund

The Susan Supple and Justin 
Scott Brown Fund

Timothy Fund

Trumbull Community Trust Fund

STRENGTHENING 
NONPROFITS

Center for Nonprofit Excellence

Financial Management 
Assistance Fund

The Susan M. Ross Fund for 
Great Leadership

Social Venture Partners Fund

Herbert B. West Award Fund

NONPROFIT 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Barnum Festival Fund

The Beth El Cemetery Association 
Endowment Fund

Bridgeport Rotary Community 
Service Endowment Fund

Camp Hi Rock Endowment Fund

Dr. Robert B. Cooper Fund

Council of Churches Community 
Endowment Fund

Domestic Violence Crisis Center 
Endowment Fund

Domus Fund

Friends of Ferguson Library 
Andrew Gale Fund

Greater Bridgeport Symphony 
Endowment Fund

Pat Hart Scholarship Endowment 
Fund / Neighborhood Studios of 
Fairfield County Endowment Fund

Wilda Morgan Hayes Fund

George T. Hewlett Fund

Mercy Learning Center Fund

Jane Norgren CLC Fund 
for Children

Pet Animal Welfare Fund

Ridgefield Community Center 
Endowment Fund

United Way Endowment Fund

United Way of Eastern Fairfield 
County Endowment Ettlinger Fund

William S. Valentine Fund

WPKN Fund

YMCA of Greater Bridgeport Fund

SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDS
The Nada & William Albritton 
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Maurice W. Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Charlotte Aquino Nursing 
Scholarship Fund

Aspblom-Graham Nursing 
Scholarship Fund

Ernest J. Badillo Scholarship Fund

Baldwin Scholarship Fund

Elizabeth Bigelow Ballard Fund

Nancy E. Barrelle Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Arthur C. Bass Memorial Fund/Les 
Treize IV

John P. Bassett Scholarship Fund

Florence Batchelder Scholarship 
Fund of Class of CHS '31

Jane C. Bausman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Benebone LLC Scholarship Fund

Edward R. Bernstein Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Richard P. Bodine, Sr. Scholarship

Walter Breslav, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Brooklawn Country Club Caddie 
Scholarship Fund

Justin Scott Brown Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Robert W. Brown Scholarship Fund

Wilson R. Burns Scholarship Fund

Diane Caggiano Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

May Camp & Webster Upson 
Walker Scholarship Fund

William and Philip Carlson Fund

Thomas E. Carroll Fund

Susannah Chase Memorial Fund

Chiota Family Scholarship Fund

David Christy Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Christopher Chute Memorial 
Sportsman's Award Fund

Raymond E. Clafin Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Tod Clonan Scholarship Fund

Megan Cobb & Jason Kern Fund

Coach Ed Crotty & Principal Ev 
Walens Scholarship Fund

Edward J. Crotty Scholarship Fund

Leona Bedient Crouchley 
and Charles D. Crouchley, Jr. 
Scholarship Fund

Mario D'Addario Scholarship Fund

Charles A. and Eleanor Naylor Dana 
Scholarship Fund

DeBlasio/Christopher 
Scholarship Fund

Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation 
Scholarship Fund

Richard DiSalvo Scholarship Fund

Pastor Shearon Dudley Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Ulysses J. Dunne & Ulysses J. 
Dunne, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Edward A. Dworken Memorial 
Foundation, Inc.

Dworken Family Fund

Dr. Frank G. and Edith B. Elliott 
Scholarship Fund

ETRA Health Fund

Nicholas & Anne Nagy Fabian 
Scholarship Fund

Joseph R. Farkas Sr., Engineering 
Scholarship Fund

Peter Fedorko Scholarship Fund

Victor M. Ferrante, Sr. 
Memorial Fund

The Marion and Joseph Fullin 
Scholarship Fund

Thomas J. Gardella Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Phyllis S. Garrison Scholarship Fund

Rose Kornblut Gay Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

GBAF Scholarship Fund

GE Capital Scholarship Fund

Sam M. and Pauline Golden Fund

Greater Bridgeport Bar Association 
Scholarship Fund

Michael Jon Greenberg 
Memorial Fund

Peter Hanson Memorial Award 
for Humanity

Peter Hanson Social Justice 
Scholarship Fund

Anastasia P. and Peter S. 
Hardy Fund

Edward C. Hawley 
Scholarship Fund

Health Related Studies Scholarship

Dr. & Mrs.William Hennigar 
Scholarship Fund

Hopetown Scholarship Fund

Housing Authority of the City of 
Bridgeport Scholarship Fund I

Housing Authority of the City of 
Bridgeport Scholarship Fund ll

Olga and Dimitri Jankowich Fund

Charles W. Jensen III, D.M.D. 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Eugene and Betty Jones 
Engineering Scholarship for 
Minorities

Edward R. Kasparek Memorial Fund

Agnes W. & Ernest W. 
Kaulbach Fund

Jeff Keith Scholarship Fund

John D. Kelly Aviation 
Scholarship Fund

Allan Kitchel Jr. Memorial Fund
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Dorothy Weitzner Kornblut 
Scholarship Fund

Irving Loeb Kornblut Award

LA DANZA Scholarship Fund

L'Ambiance Scholarship Fund

Andrew E. Lange Memorial Science 
Scholarship Fund

Les Treize Scholarship Fund I

Les Treize Scholarship Fund II

Les Treize Scholarship Fund III

Osgood Lichty Scholarship Fund

Mickey Lione Jr. Scholarship Fund

Bruce G. Lockhart Scholarship Fund

Arthur Lunin Learn A Trade Fund

Lyman/Reynolds Fund

Maccalla Family Trust Les 
Treize Fund

Bertram and Sally MacMannis 
Scholarship Fund

Elizabeth Matthews Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

John C. Mayer Scholarship Fund

Richard Mayer Scholarship Fund

Margret McDonald and Lucy Blood 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Ralph McIntosh, Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Frank J. McKee Scholarship Fund

Meadow Ridge Scholarship Fund

Amanda Martin Meloy Career 
Choices Scholarship Fund

Charles J. Merritt, Jr. & Virginia B. 
Merritt Fund

Ann & Nancy Michaud Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Brett M. Miller Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Peg and Paul Mortell 
Scholarship Fund

Martha Moxley Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Theodor Muller Scholarship Fund

Wataru John Narita Memorial Fund

Jack and Roselyn Goloff Nowitz 
Musical Scholarship Fund

Frederick W. Nowlan Fund

Helen F. Nowlan Trust Fund

Eliza Oliver Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Aurora Owens Scholarship Fund 
for The Creative Arts

Patterson Scholarship Fund

P.C.H. Medical Staff 
Scholarship Fund

E. Cortright & Nancy Phillips 
Scholarship Fund

Julia Peyton Phillips 
Scholarship Fund

 

Edward Pickerstein Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Caesar Pina Fund

Sheyla M. Ramos Scholarship Fund

Helen Redding Scholarship Fund

Marcy Sallick Scholarship Fund

Kay and Louis 
Samotus Scholarship

Marion Sanford Scholarship Fund

Senator ALJ Scanzillo 
Scholarship Fund

Richard K. Schmidt Aquarion 
Science Scholarship Fund

Schofield-Blauvelt 
Scholarship Fund

Sumner Simpson Scholarship Fund

William E. Smith Scholarship Fund

Sonneborn Scholarship Fund

Spanish Merchants Association 
Scholarship Fund

Marilyn Spence Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Ralph B. and Charlotte 
G. Sperry Fund

Stamford High School Class of 
1951 Scholarship Fund

Stratford Jaycees Community Fund

William E. Stratford Memorial Fund, 
Boys' Club & Girls' Club of Bpt., Inc

Sunny Hill Children's Center Fund

Margaret F. Taylor Scholarship Fund

Karen Telickey Scholarship Fund

James E. Tisdale Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Jettie Tisdale Scholarship Fund

John T. and Violet Totilas Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Ernest and Joan Trefz 
Scholarship Fund

Helen Varaljai Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Lt. Robert W. Vogel, USN Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Magnus Wahlstrom Leadership 
Award Fund

Wiehl Fund

Matthew Yee Scholarship Fund

Michelle Yee Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

UNRESTRICTED 
FUNDS
Carl B. & Marian C. Adolphson 
Memorial Fund

Earle G. & Betty M. Anderson Fund

Baldwin Fund

Elizabeth Wingfield Barnett Fund

John M. Berkowitz Fund

 

Bridgeport Rotary Club Memorial

David H. & Theresa L. Bresky Fund

William & Margaret Buckens Fund

Philip H. & Cecelia K. Burdett Fund

Carr-Earle Fund

R. Ward Chapman Fund

Arthur Clifford Fund

Albert L. Coles Memorial Fund

Craver Family Fund

Leete P. and Marjorie S. Doty Fund

Robert B. Factor Fund

Fairfield County Endowment Fund

Fairfield County Fund

Fairfield County's Community 
Foundation's Board Designated 
Grant Fund

Five Town Endowment Fund

Nancy Flint Fund

GBAF Community Impact Fund

Jeanne C. Gerber Memorial Fund

Murray R. Glass Fund

Grabau Family Fund

Greater Bridgeport Area 
Foundation Campership 
Program Fund

Greater Danbury Endowment Fund

Greenwich Endowment Fund

John E. and Clare M. 
Hampford Fund

Edward and Myrna Harrison Fund

Edward E. Harrison 
Endowment Fund

Zalmon S. & Ethel P. Hirsch 
Memorial Fund

Michael and Ida Hoffman 
Family Fund

Henry L. and Joan L. Katz Fund

Emil & Mali Kriegler Memorial Fund

Miriam and Elizabeth Kriegler 
Memorial Fund

A. George Lindquist Fund

M.& F. Foundation Advise Fund

Mac Cart Fund

Maddever-Harrison Fund

Ann Adams Mandeville Fund

Masonic Family Fund

Peter and Barbara McSpadden 
Endowed Fund

Melissa Nickel Memorial Fund

N.M.K.M. Fund #2

Gota M. Norell Fund

Elizabeth Bissell Northcross Fund

Raymond J. and Veronica 
O'Connor Fund

Julia C. Palmer Fund

The Jan Park & Dot Herrmann Fund

Perrin Fund for Youth Voice

Elizabeth M. Pfriem Fund

Phillips/Lansdale Fund

Nancy J. Pilgard Fund

The Ramer Fund

Remington Products Inc. Fund

Herbert and Margaret Renert Fund

William Morris Saba 
Endowment Fund

Willard H. Sahloff Fund

Norman Schaff, Jr. Memorial Fund

Harold L. Schine Fund

Schwerdtle Family Fund

Frederick B. Silliman Memorial Fund

William S. Simpson Fund

Edmund C. Spencer Fund

Ralph & Marian Washburn 
Sprague Fund

Stamford Endowment Fund

Anne W. Stokes Fund

Strategic Initiatives Fund

Bernard H. Trager Memorial Fund

Bradford Newman Warner Fund

Zarrilli Family Fund

From donor-advised 
funds to scholarship 
funds and more, starting 
your own charitable 
fund at Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation 
can make philanthropic 
giving impactful, easy 
and meaningful.

To get started, contact 
us at (203) 750-3200 or 
visit FCCFoundation.org/
Funds.
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“�FCCF and 
nonprofits in 
Bridgeport 
welcomed me 
and offered 
more support 
than I ever 
expected, from 
mentoring to 
scholarship 
and more.  
I created the 
Daniel Trust 
Foundation 
out of my 
desire to give 
back and pay  
it forward.”
DANIEL TRUST
Daniel Trust Foundation,
Executive Director & Founder
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Daniel Trust came to Bridgeport from Rwanda when he 
was only 15 years old. 

While the transition as a refugee was a challenging 
experience, he was immediately welcomed and supported 
by many nonprofit organizations in Fairfield County. And 
he credits the Community Foundation’s scholarship 
program as a springboard for his current success.

“I think it’s our duty to make sure that we pay it forward 
and as we climb up, that we help uplift and bring other 
people who haven’t received the same opportunities 
along with us,” Daniel said. “FCCF and nonprofits in 
Bridgeport welcomed me and offered more support than 
I ever expected, from mentoring to scholarship and more. 
I created the Daniel Trust Foundation out of my desire to 
give back and pay it forward.”

The Community Foundation awards more than  
$1 million annually to local students through 150 
scholarship funds that make the path to college  
more affordable for students like Daniel.

Daniel was so inspired by his own experience that he 
vowed to help others achieve their college dreams, and 
in 2009, he established his foundation while studying 
business at Southern Connecticut State University. 

 And in a nod to his own experience, Daniel’s foundation 
also focuses on providing student scholarships, mentorship 
and grants to young people in both the U.S. and Rwanda.

 “The Daniel Trust Foundation Mentoring Program is a 
college and career success program that focuses on 
supporting first-generation and low-income students in 
three areas: college preparation, career development and 

financial literacy,” Daniel said. “The mentorship program 
has a 100 percent success rate of high school students 
graduating on-time and 93 percent of participants 
graduate from college within four to five years.”

Daniel hopes his fellow community members will also find 
their own ways to give back and support their neighbors.

 “I am so very grateful and thankful for Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation because they are just great 
partners and what they are doing to help others in the 
community is just absolutely amazing,” he said.

For more information on student scholarships, please 
contact Joseph Collin, Vice President of Philanthropy,  
at JCollin@FCCFoundation.org.

Giving 
Full Circle
Former Scholarship Recipient 
Creates Foundation Focused 
on Student Support

SCHOLARSHIP

Learn more:  
FCCFoundation.org/Scholarships

The Community Foundation awards more than

 to local students through 150 scholarship funds
$1M ANNUALLY

27FCCFoundation.org
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$1 million & above

Diageo North America, Inc.

Per and Astrid Heidenreich

Estate of Thomas R. 
McCullough

$250,000 to 999,999

BeFoundation

Carter, Morse & Goodrich, Inc.

The Hope Fund

Alice and George Horton

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

William R. Knobloch

Dan Levinson

Live Nation Worldwide, Inc.

Brian and Cindy Meehl

George Mulvaney

Charles F. and Anne Niemeth

Robin Panovka

Pitney Bowes Foundation

Synchrony Financial

Virginia B. Squiers Foundation

$100,000 to 249,999

Almira Family Foundation

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation

Russell Berkowitz

Barbara Leonhardt

Melissa A. Leonhardt

Susan and Stephen F.       
Mandel, Jr.

John C. Mayer

Tow Foundation

Joan Weisman

$50,000 to 99,999

Charles and Georgia Adams

Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Elisabeth H. Breslav

Harry Brodbeck Trust

Brooklawn Country Club, Inc.

Vicki and David Craver

Dalio Philanthropies

EITC Funders Network

Friends of The Iris Fund

Sassan Ghahramani and Lily 
Ann Marden

Guilford Fund

The Handt Family

Harley & Co.

Gerald and Susan Lione

George Loening

M K Sternlicht Family 
Foundation

Pritchard Foundation

Estate of Richard E. Smith

Charlotte and John Suhler

The Tobin Family

$25,000 - 49,999

Anonymous

Back to You Fund

Benebone, LLC

Charities Aid Foundation 
of America

Bruce Crystal

Barbara Benton Davis Fund

Marie Fauth Charitable Fund

Victor M. Ferrante, Esq.

Five Crowns Foundation

Clayton H. Fowler

Robert E. and Diane H. Fried

Mickey Lione, Jr. Fund, Inc.

Charles MacCormack

James D. Morrissey, Jr.

The Oppenheim Family Fund

Sheila and Charles Perrin

Pitney Bowes

Hiroko Rawald

Anne S. Richardson Fund

Lewis A. Sachs

The San Francisco Foundation

Richard A. Silver

Eleanor Harrison Smith 
and Donald Ralph Smith 
Charitable Fund

Dmitri Stockton

Brendan Synnott

Tudor Foundation

Wescustogo Foundation

$10,000 - 24,999

Acorn Fund

(4) Anonymous

Rita Appel and Jonathan Fraade

Apple Pickers Foundation

Jane Carlin

CFLeads

Thomas and Jeanne 
Elmezzi Foundation

First County Bank 
Foundation, Inc.

FitzWilliams Fund at 
Schwab Charitable

Garavel Chrysler Jeep Dodge

Greg and Christa Hartch

Juanita T. James

The Jeniam Foundation

John and Ethel 
Kashulon Foundation

Virginia Keeshan

Noah Lapine

The Lebensfeld Foundation

Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.

Jim Lyman

Peter and Isabel Malkin

David and Molly McGrath

Joel and Ellen S. Mellis

National Philanthropic Trust

Jane F. Neighbors Charitable 
Gift Account

Allison Masci Patni

Ritter Family Foundation

Ritta G. Rosenberg

John and Sally 
Schlachtenhaufen

The Solecki Family 
Charitable Fund

Jon and Cleo Sonneborn

Strategic Retail Advisors, Inc.

Kerry and Jed Stevens Family 
Charitable Fund

TisBest Philanthropy

The Tokeneke Foundation

Don Torey

Terrie E. and Jay F. Wood

Mary and Bob Woods

$25,000 - 49, 999 (cont.) $10,000 - 24, 999 (cont.) 

You are a catalyst for strengthening our community. Your generosity, philanthropic 
investment, and giving are powering our programs and making an impact.

Donors

Gifts noted were made from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
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$5,000 - 9,999

Andrews Family Foundation

(3) Anonymous

Argyros Family Foundation

Thomas S. Auray and 
Dea Paoletta

Daniel S. Bernstein and 
Claire Foerster

Ruth W. Brown Foundation

Richard Case

The Caserve Foundation

Connecticut State Colleges 
& Universities

Janet O'Connor Cornell

Daniel L. and Ingeborg 
K. Damstra

Dudley Stephens, LLC

Steve Edwards, CFA

The Cynthia and Dean Ervin 
Charitable Fund

George M.C. and Ann Fisher

Edwin L. and Veronica A. Ford

Gerald M. Fox, III

Garavel Subaru, Inc.

Michelle Kay Garvey

GE Foundation

Erica and Joel Z. Green

Mrs. Harrison B.W. Hoffman

Ward and Alexa Horton

Glenn and Mindy Houck

Shirley Howe

Kelvin Jones

KeyBank

Marc Lautenbach

The Lazarus Family Fund

Brian and Naida Leslie

Peter B. and Laurie A. 
Maglathlin

Make Waves Family 
Foundation LLC

Ann S. Mandel

Natalie Marden

Meadow Ridge 
Residents Association

The M&T Charitable Foundation

Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.

Ocean Partners USA, Inc.

The Patterson Club

People's United 
Community Foundation

Marianne Pollak

Powell Family Foundation

Maya Reddi

Redding Life Care, LLC

Lil and Julie Rosenberg 
Foundation, Inc.

Sage Foundation

Sharon A. Sanford

The Seabird Foundation

The Spiritus Gladius Fund

SpreadMusicNow Fund

Stamford Hospital Foundation

State Street Foundation, Inc.

This T-Shirt & Don Julio

The Ernest and Joan Trefz 
Foundation

Sophie Veronis

$1,000 - 4,999

Albertus Magnus College

Jennifer Amdur

(9) Anonymous

The Ashforth Company

Auer Family Foundation

AVR Realty Company

Tara Axler

The Bacon Fund

William Balch

David F. and Lucy Ball

Martin Bank

Surinder C. and Dolores 
U. Banta

James R. and Kaye E. Barker

Barr Foundation

Harvey Barten

Joana Battaglia

Jed and Becky Becker

Beckerer Foundation, Inc.

Robert H. and Gail A. Bedoukian

George and Carol Bello

Lauren Benedict

The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Berkowitz & Hanna, LLC

Robert Bewkes

Bharucha Charitable 
Foundation

James and Jill Bicks

Wendy and Jason Block

BMW of Darien & MINI of 
Fairfield County

Chris Boland

Bourgeon Capital 
Management LLC

Bridgewater Associates, LP

Britax Child Safety, Inc.

Matthew Broder and 
Susan Neitlich

Benedict Buonomo

Isabella Bullock

Dr. Patricia Jenkins Burns

Joe and Marisol Cappello

Carmody Torrance Sandak 
& Hennessey LLP

Melinda Carroll

Richard T. and Susan M. Carroll

Stephanie Carter

The Center for Family 
Justice, Inc.

Central Connecticut Coast 
YMCA

John P. Chiota, Esq.

Lisa Cobb and 
Paul Cobbledick

Ken & Darcie Cohen

Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies

Connecticut Public

Sheila Creatura

Linda C. Cremin

Cross Family Charitable Fund

Kenneth J. Damato

Darien Rowayton Bank

Constance C. Deans

Deloitte Services LP

Dr. & Mrs. Benjamin V. Doto, Jr.

Susan Doyle

Bradford and Barbara Evans

Nancy P. Fairchild

Farden Family Fund

Richard G. and Jaclin Farrell

FIORE Artisan Olive Oils 
And Vinegars

First County Bank

Heather Flynn

Fox Family Charitable Fund

Deborah Fryer

W. Michael and Ellen Funck

Darlene and Bob Gerke

Nasr and Gisoo Ghahramani

Girl Scouts of Connecticut

Jerry Price Goodwin

Myron L. and Claire B. 
Gordon Foundation

Greater Bridgeport Bar 
Association, Inc.

Sue and Ed Greenberg

Gregory and Adams, P.C.

Lynn Grossman

Janienne P. Hackett Fund

Haffenreffer Family Fund

The Haight Family Fund

Judith Hall

Rex Hamilton

Fred and Sonia Handt

Mike and Sally Harris

Barry C. and Lilyan Hawkins

Barbara Heffernan

Heidenreich Family Fund

Jane Patricia Boyle Hentemann

Wesley W. and Betsy M. Higgins

Housatonic Community 
College Foundation

The Housing Collective

Peter F. Hurst

Barbara King Huth

$5,000 - 9, 999 (cont.) $1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) $1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) 
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Harvey and Joan James

Karen Joelson

Christopher Johnson

JPMorgan Chase

JSL Associates

Kameleon Publicity

Peter H. & Joan M. Kaskell Fund

Joette Katz

Shelby Katz

Richard J. and Ginny Keim

Sean P. and Nancy M. Kelley

Christopher R. Kelly Family 
Foundation

Patricia Kelly

Betty Leota Kent

Evan Kingsley

Carolyn Salsgiver Kobsa

The Kosbob Family

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC

Gary A. Kraut

Philip and Mary Beth Kuchma

Ronald and Bernice Kuntzman

John Larkin

Janet and Peter Lebovitz

James Lehman

Charlton M. Lewis

Josiah Lindsay

Franz Loeber

Love Where You Live 
Homes, LLC

Michael and Gail Lubeley

June R. Lurie

Matthew Macellaio

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mainiero

Arthur Malman

Judith M. Manderbach

Judith Margulies

Michele A. Matice

McCaffrey Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Hugh G. and Anne McCrory, Jr.

Edward McGettigan, Jr.

The Chris A. McWilton 
Charitable Fund

Pat and Bob Mendelsohn

Merrill Lynch

Christopher Millin

Laurence Morse

Mutual of America

Denis J. and Brita R. Nayden 

NBC Universal

John and Rilla B. Neafsey

Neuberger Berman

The Norris Family 
Charitable Fund

Norwalk Community College

The O'Connor 
Family Foundation

O'Herron Family Foundation

Old Farm Partners

Onkochishin LLC

The Palmer-Walker 
Foundation, Inc.

Christine and John Palumbo

Lynne and Richard Pasculano

People's United Bank

The Phelan Family 
Charitable Fund

Pitney Bowes Matching 
Gift Program

Pullman & Comley, LLC

Adalbert G. Rawald

Kurt Rawald

Relyea Zuckerberg 
& Hanson LLC

The Grace Jones 
Richardson Trust

Ripple Effect Consulting

Mark Riser

Daniel K. and Betty Roberts 
Family Foundation

Robinson+Cole

Valerie Rockefeller

Charles and Barbara Rodin

Celie G. Rosenau

Geoffrey Rosenberger

Margaret Ross

Donna Jean Roth

Robert and Heather Salaga

Roy Sambrook

Savings Bank of Danbury

Everett M. and Sarah E. Schenk

Betsey and Arthur Selkowitz

Selkowitz Family Foundation

Thomas Seymour

Ann Sheffer and Bill Scheffler

Friends and Family 
of Mary Sherlach

William D. Sherlach

Heike Sommer-Haber

Joy Styles

Summer Hill Foundation

Richard B. Swank

Eileen L. Swerdlick

Tauck Family Foundation

Terex Corporation

George F. Thierry

Michael Thornton

Maya Louise Tichio

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Tisdale

Stephen George Tomlinson

Johnna G. Torsone

Dr. Arthur J. Turner

Elaine C. Tyler

Webster U. Walker, Jr. 
Foundation, Inc.

Denise Walsh

Webster Private Bank

Joyce Weiser

Marion Wertheim

James White

Christopher C. Whitney

Barbara and Douglas Williamson 
Fund at The New York 
Community Trust

Bill and Pat Wilson

Winokur Family Foundation, Inc.

Steven and Gail Wolff

Women's Business 
Development Council

Robert S. and Karen Wylie, Jr.

Janet Wynn

William G. and Laurie S. Young 
Charitable Fund

Lex Zaharoff, CFA

Joanne K. and Peter Ziesing

James Zimmer

Jim Ziolkowski

$500 - 999

(4) Anonymous

Anne and Peter Ardery

Tichianaa and Joseph Armah

Diane Ash

Mary Madelyn Attanasio

Carol Baldwin

Elizabeth P. Ball

Elizabeth P. Ball Fund

Christopher and Susan Barstein

Jerome and Margaret S. Barton

Renee Beckoff

Robert H. and Susan J. Beeby

Debbie Benner

Susan Beyman

Anne Binnie

Black Rock Financial 
Management, Inc.

Deborah and Randall Briskin

Darcie Bundy

Celeste Burgos

Michael J. Cain

John and Kathleen M. Carmody

Bob Caruso

Lisa A. Cerbone-Montalto

Howard and Leslie Chatzinoff

Steve and Margaret Chille

Robert L. Collingwood, Sr.

The Connecticut Project

Leslie Cooper

Alexander James Cox

Eleanor J. Cox

Chris J. Cranos

Isabel Cruz

$1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) $1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) $1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) $1,000 to 4,999 (cont.) 
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Brittney Crystal and 
Jose Aleman

Kevin Curry

H. Darrell and Robin Harvey

Laura Davis

Gregg and Hyacinth DeMar

Anthony J. DePaul

Rose Marie DePaul

Jeanne De Sa Family 
Giving Fund

Maryann Donovan

Bryan V. Doto, Esq.

Laura Drynan

Thomas Errichetti

Suzanne Fandel

Laura Farrelly

Courtney Fero

Laura Ferrante

Margaret Flaherty

Eileen Lavigne Flug Giving Fund

Juliet Forrester and the Gilbert 
Alexandre Fund

Susan Frieden

Friends and Family of CIF

Hannah Garrison

The Gendell Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Amy and Andrew S. George

Azita Ghahramani

Forough Ghahramani

Amy J. and John Gillis

Emily S. Gindin

Paul J. Giovanniello

Laura Godown

Robert G. and Marion V. Green

Carole Greenberg

Peter and Maryann Grierson

William Haber

Half Moon Foundation

Martin Hamar

Clay Hamlin

The Darrell Harvey Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Bill and Jevera Hennessey

Hill Family Fund

Honor Code Creative, LLC

Bruce A. Hubbard

Katie Hurley

Jungtaik Hwang

Robert Iannazzo

Jewish Communal Fund

Joan W. Kahn

Michael Kane

Amy C. Kaplan

Chris Kerwin

Mary Lee and Jack Kiernan

Jim and JoAnn Kish

The Kite Key Foundation

Leelee Smith Klein

Kirby N. Klump

Marius Koch

Konstantin Family Foundation

Melanie Kasparek Kregling and 
Paul K. Kregling

Joanne and Lawrence Lacey

Kristina Larson

Bow Lum Lee

David Lindsay

Madison Square Garden

Rita Marber

Lisi Marcus

Carol Mauro

Jane McCaffrey

Andrea M. Mednick-Ponchak

Len and Catherine D. Miller

Ben and Leanne Mortell

Kathleen C. Murphy

Robert Neiman

Ellen and Stephen Nelson

New England Landscape & 
Management, Inc.

Newtown Savings Bank

Claudia Breslav Nielsen and 
Peter Nielsen

Nuvance Health

Terry Ober

David & Daria O'Connor

Margaret O'Leary

Amy Orenstein

Anne & Jeff Orum

Elizabeth M. Outlaw

Lawrence A. Palmer

Panwy Foundation, Inc.

Payne/Chiota Charitable Fund

Lawrence S. Perry

Stephen Perry

Paul A. and Susan P. 
Poniatowski

Michael Anthony Rao

Michael Reid-Schwartz

Martha Rhein

Cynthia Richter

Helen Riser

Patricia Rittinger

Joan Ross

Rotary Club of Derby-Shelton

Robert P. and JoAnn Runk

Saint Gabriel Church 
Food Cupboard

Michael Sandifer

Meg McNichol Scarpetta

Frank Sewell, Jr. and Judi Sewell

Adam Shanahan

Barry Shapiro

Janill Sharma

Ron Sieracki

Judy Slotkin

Mikael Sodergren

Alberto and Suzanne Solis

Tyler C. and Olivia Stone

Michael P. and Laura Taets

Kristin Thomas

Totilo & Company, LLC

Gernine and Todd Tuckner

Maureen Ulatowski

Jon Vaccaro

Tommy Vasile

Venman & Co., LLC

Eric Vincent

Leigh Walton

Arthur Wernicke

Where Angels Play Foundation

Barbara and David Wiederecht

Michael Wilkinson

Cynthia Williams

Dan Woolner

YourCause, LLC Trustee 
for New York Life

Ann Zimmerli-Haskel

$250 to 499

3030 Park Residents 
Association

Nada Albritton

Mary Alptekin

(4) Anonymous

Susan M. Auslander

Alexandra Falconer Austin Fund

Samantha Banerjee

Kenneth G. Bartels and 
Jane Condon

Elizabeth Barth

Leigh Flanagan Bataillon

Justin Beal

Laura Weintraub Beck, Esq.

Susan Benthall

Rowena Bergmans

John Bishai

Victoria Bolton

Kathleen Bordelon

A. John Boudreaux

Janine Braun

Marc A. Breslav and 
Arlene Seymour

Ellen E. Bromley and 
Tom Gizicki

Mickie Brown

Sally G. and Peter Cadoux

Paula C. Callari

Curtis W. and Joyce B. Carlson

Kay Chann

$500 to 999 (cont.) $500 to 999 (cont.) $500 to 999 (cont.) $500 to 999 (cont.) 
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Winifred Chesley

Deborah Chung

Thomas G. Coley, Ph.D.

Tyler Colman

Connecticut Children's Medical 
Center Foundation

Connecticut Institute for 
Refugees & Immigrants

Kerry Connell and 
Gregory Smith

Kelly E. Costigan-Smith

Teruko Craig

Bruce & Debbie Crystal

CT Kids Consign

Walter E. and Louise M. Dages

Darien Pilates

Frank L. Devine

Carol DeVito

DiSalvo Ericson Group 
Structural Engineers

Gary S. Disher and 
Margery R. Fisher

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

Jonathan Doolittle

Mary V. Drew

Nancy Duffy

Harriet Dulaney

Deborah Elam

Pam Farley

Kirk Ferguson

Mary Fetchet

Caitlin Barry Finley

Beverly Fisk

Flowetik

Forbis Family

Anne Marie Fox

Janeene Freeman

Jo S. Fuchs-Luscombe

Karen Galbo

Robert R. and Jane W. Gallagher

Eunice Gambrill

Edward F. Gerber

Elizabeth E. Gerdts

William and Pauline Gillap

Arthur A. Greenberg

Skip and Margaret Grevatt

Sonia & Fred Handt

John M. and Nancy M. Harrigan

Eleanor Haugestad

Erin Hayes

Mary Pat Curran Healy

Nancy Joan Heller

Gail Janensch

Haley Jeffery

James S. and Agnes C. Jensen

Kenneth D. and Patricia G. Jones

Nancy Kail

Sarah Kamman

Tricia and Peter Kapp

Brendan Kavanagh

Kazanas Development 
Strategies LLC

Doris Kertzner

Sarah W. Klein

Alice S. Knapp

Tina Kuenning-Boll

Jacqueline Leonard

Michael Lesnick and Martha 
McCann Lesnick

Loretta Nolan Associates LLC

Joy Hunt Luke

Leslie and Basil Lyden

Ceci Maher

Beth Mahon

Eilish Collins Main

William Malpica

Kay Maxwell

Shaye Anne McCormick

Don and Lou Ann McLean

Shaena McPadden

James Mead

Kathleen Milner

Jonathan and Elena Moffly

Ellie and Joey Monahan

Earl Moran

Carol Morgan

Kathleen Ryan Mufson

Becky Munro

Courtney Murphy

James J. Naughton

Dorsey Naylor

Phomkeo Nelson

Nielsen's Florist & Garden Shop

Joseph Norton

Norwalk Community 
College Foundation

Glori Norwitt

Carolyn and Donal C. O'Brien

Ann O'Leary

Ruth Oratz

Cathleen and Richard Ostuw

Nancy Pelz Paget

Linda L. Pearson

Davie D. and Christopher 
F. Peck

Susan Perlman

Ingrida Perri

Paul Podolsky

Chuck Presbury

Kyle Rand

Ann M. Raymond

Realty Seven, Inc.

Callie Reynolds

Ridgefield Running Company

Kim Rodney

Emanuele Rosetti

Karen Free Royce

Deirdre Ryan

Rytes Company

Molly Sanders

Glenn and Shelia Schaffrick

Eileen Scully

Brian and Marilyn Shannahan

Revelle and Daniel Sharp

Tammy Sload

Greta E. Solomon, Esq.

Rachel Solomon

Thea Speranza

The Starly Foundation

Allison and Jon Stockel

Alexis Sweet

Susan Sweitzer

Charles W. Tricomi, Jr., 
CFA, CFP®

Sal and Joan Trombetta

Giedra Troncone

Katy M. Tucci, CTFA

Kathy Turner

Judith Udell

Jonathan Warner

Barbara Witzel

Nathaniel Yordon

Teresa Younger

Donna W. Zalichin and 
Barry Kramer

$250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) $250 to 499 (cont.) 
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Your generous support allowed us to award $3.34 million in discretionary grants to 
153 area nonprofits in fiscal year 2022. Thank you!

Discretionary Grants

Center for 
Nonprofit Excellence
$5,000

InformCT

Economic Opportunity 
$521,150

Alliance for Community 
Empowerment

ARI of Connecticut, Inc.

Bridgeport Regional 
Business Council

Building Neighborhoods Together

Catholic Charities of 
Fairfield County

Connecticut Bar Foundation

Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.

Connecticut Veterans 
Legal Center

Family and Children's Aid

The Ferguson Library

Food Rescue US

Hillside Food Outreach, Inc.

Homes for the Brave

Homes with Hope

Inspirica, Inc.

Malta House

Neighbor to Neighbor

New Neighborhoods Inc.

New Reach, Inc.

Open Doors

Operation Fuel

Partnership for Strong 
Communities

Person-to-Person

Renewal House

SimplifyCT

Southwestern CT 
Agency on Aging

Statewide Legal Services of CT

Education  & Youth 
Development
$1,567,515

Abilis Inc.

Audubon Connecticut

Avon Historical Society Inc.

Ballet School of Stamford

Best Buddies International

Boys & Girls Club of Stamford

Brave Enough To Fail Inc.

Bridgeport Caribe Youth 
Leaders Inc.

Bridgeport Public Education Fund

Cardinal Shehan Center

Carver Foundation of Norwalk Inc.

Center for Children's Advocacy

City Lights and Company

City of Norwalk

Community Centers, Inc. 
of Greenwich

Connecticut Audubon Society

Connecticut Council 
for Philanthropy

Connect Us, Inc.

Creative Youth Productions, Inc.

Danbury Grassroots Academy

Danbury Youth Services, Inc.

Discovery Museum, Inc.

Educators for Excellence

Family & Children's Agency

Grace Farms Foundation, Inc.

Green Village Initiative, Inc.

GroundWork Bridgeport

Hall Neighborhood House

Horizons at Brunswick School

Horizons at Greens 
Farms Academy

Horizons at New Canaan 
Country School

Horizons at Norwalk 
Community College

Horizons at Sacred 
Heart University

Housatonic Community 
College Foundation

Housatonic Valley 
Association, Inc.

Intempo

Juneteenth of Fairfield County Inc.

KEYS, Inc.

Klein Memorial 
Auditorium Foundation

LifeBridge Community Services

Make the Road Connecticut

Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk

Mill River Park Collaborative

Neighborhood Studios of 
Fairfield County

Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship

Newtown Youth and 
Family Services

Norwalk ACTS Inc.

The Norwalk Art Space

Norwalk Community 
College Foundation

Norwalk Education Foundation

Norwalk/Stamford Grassroots 
Tennis & Education, Inc.

Project Morry

REACH Western CT

ReadyCT

Real Food Share, Inc.

Regional YMCA of 
Western Connecticut

Regional Youth Adult Social 
Action Partnership

The Riseup Group Inc.

Salt & Light Ministries Inc.

Sandy Hook Promise Foundation

SoundWaters

South End Community Center

Special Education Legal Fund Inc.

The Stamford Partnership

Stamford Youth Services 
Bureau - City of Stamford

The (STEAMulating Young Minds 
Imagination) SYMI Academy

Stepping Stones Museum 
for Children

Sterling House 
Community Center

Team Woofgang & Co, Inc.

United Way of Coastal 
Fairfield County

United Way of 
Western Connecticut

United We Dream Network Inc.

WCSU Foundation Inc.

Westport Book Sale Venture, Inc.

The WorkPlace

Youth Business Initiative

YWCA Greenwich

Fairfield County 
COVID-19 
Resiliency Fund
$15,000

Norwalk Community 
Health Center

Immigrant Success 
$338,000

The 1864 Fund
Brazilian Worker Center Inc.
Burroughs Community Center
Caroline House, Inc.
Catholic Charities of 
Fairfield County
Center for Family Justice, Inc.
Connecticut Worker Center
Cornerstone Community 
Foundation
El Pueblo Unido
English Learner Support 
Services of Fairfield County
Family Centers, Inc.
HELP for Kids
Intempo
Make the Road Connecticut
Mercy Learning Center of 
Bridgeport, Inc.
Norwalk Community 
College Foundation
Norwalk Community Health Center
Saint Vincent's Medical Center
United Church of Christ
United We Dream Network Inc.

Women & Girls 
$890,118

Bridgeport Caribe Youth 
Leaders Inc.

Burroughs Community Center

Campaign School at Yale University

Center for Family Justice, Inc.

Children in Placement

Community Mindfulness Project

Your generous support allowed us to award $3.34 million in competitive grants to 
153 area nonprofits in fiscal year 2022. Thank you!

Competitive Grants
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Connecticut Council 
for Philanthropy

Connecticut Institute for Social 
Entrepreneurship Inc.

Connecticut Women's Education 
& Legal Fund

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

Fairfield University

Family & Children's Agency

Family ReEntry

Five Frogs, Inc.

Girl Scouts of Connecticut

Girls With Impact

Kapinga Foundation Inc.

Liberation Programs, Inc.

LiveGirl

Manda Institute for 
Counseling Services

Ms. President US Inc.

The Norwalk Conservatory 
of the Arts

Norwalk Housing 
Authority Foundation

Nurse-Family Partnership

OPTIMUS Health Care

Over 60 Club Inc.

Partnership to End Human 
Trafficking (PEHT)

The Rowan Center

Saint Joseph Parenting Center

Saturday Academy

SCORE Fairfield County

SilverSource, Inc.

Stamford Museum & Nature Center

Stamford Youth Services 
Bureau - City of Stamford

TBICO

Thrown Stone Theatre Company

Triangle Community Center

University of 
Connecticut Foundation

Western CT Association for 
Human Rights (WeCAHR)

Women's Business 
Development Council

The WorkPlace

YWCA Greenwich

WE ARE
GRATEFUL 
to these 
partners and 
sponsors for 
sharing our 
values and 
investing in 
our work that 
uplifts all of our 
communities in 
Fairfield County.

Women & Girls  $890,118 (cont.)

95.9 The Fox 

AlphaGraphics Stamford

The Ashforth Company

Band Central Fund 

Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 

Bridgeport Prospers

Brody Wilkinson PC

Catchafire

Rosita Choy

Coffee for Good Inc.

Community Foundation 
for Greater New Haven

Community Foundation 
Opportunity Network

Connecticut Council 
for Philanthropy 

Council on Foundations

DanburyWORKS

Dot Think Design

First County Bank 

Five Frogs

Foundation House

Gallatin Point Capital

GiveGab

Grace Farms Foundation

Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving

Harvard Business School 
Community Partners

Hearst Connecticut 
Media Group 

Henkel Corporation

The Housing Collective

Impact Fairfield County

JP Morgan Chase

Beth Kanter

Lapine Associates

Lightful

Carolyn Lowery

Moffly Media

Em Morrison

Movement Tapestries

Near & Far Aid Association

News 12 Connecticut 

Nielsen’s Florist & Garden Shop

Norwalk ACTS

Optimum

OPTIMUS Health Care

Organizational 
Performance Group

Partnership for Strong 

Communities

People’s United Bank, 
a division of M&T Bank

Pitney Bowes

Plan A Advisors

Pro Bono Partnership

Regional Plan Association

Resilia

Stamford Cradle to Career

STAMP Event Management

Star 99.9 

The Strategy Group, LLC

The Support Center for 
Nonprofit Management

Synchrony Financial

TargetonStar

The Tow Foundation

Tudor Foundation

Turn Two Communications

UConn School of 
Public Policy

WEBE 108

WICC 

WPKN

Xerox
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Our Professional Advisors Councils are comprised of legal, financial management, accounting, and other 
professionals who are committed to helping their clients achieve philanthropic goals. 

Thank you for your commitment to our community!

David F. Ball    
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Laura Weintraub Beck, Esq.    
Cummings & Lockwood LLC

Catherine M. Brennan, Esq.    
Catherine M. Brennan Attorney 
at Law LLC

Paul H. Burnham, Esq. 
Gregory and Adams PC

Edward J. Capasse, Esq.          
Nevas, Capasse & Gerard LLC

Daniel L. Daniels, Esq. 
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Amy L. Y. Day, Esq.      
McLaughlin & Stern LLP

B. Cort Delany, Esq.
Cummings & Lockwood LLC.

Richard B. Freeman, CFP        
Round Table Wealth Management

W. Michael Funck
Retired, U.S. Trust 
Emeritus Director, Fairfield County's 
Community Foundation

Leslie E. Grodd, Esq.   
FLB Law

Wilmot L. Harris, Jr., Esq.
Retired, Ivey, Barnum & O'Mara LLC 
Emeritus Director, Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation           

Gregory A. Hayes, Esq.           
Day Pitney LLP

Jevera Kaye Hennessey, Esq.  
Kaye and Hennessey, LLC

David R. Hermenze, Esq.         
Brody Wilkinson PC

Mary E. Hoyt, CPA      
Retired, Blum Shapiro

Frank Moore   
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Peter T. Mott, Esq.      
Brody Wilkinson PC

Loretta Nolan, CFP, AEP          
Loretta Nolan Associates LLC

Ronald B. Noren, Esq. 
Brody Wilkinson PC

 

William J. Peterson     
Neuberger Berman

Gregory A. Saum, Esq. 
The Law Office of Gregory A. Saum LLC

George L. Smith, Esq.  
Whitman, Breed, Abbott & Morgan LLC

Kevin A. Walsh, Esq.   
Whitman, Breed, Abbott & Morgan LLC

Carl Zuckerberg, CFP, AIF       
RZH Advisors LLC

Amar Bellara   
Bellara & Associates, LLC

Kerry Connell, CFP      
HTG Investment Advisors Inc.

Spencer M. Cooper, CPA, CFP 
RZH Advisors LLC

Tatiana F. DaSilva, Esq.           
Cohen and Wolf, P. C.

Jennifer A. DeAlmeida, CTFA  
Wells Fargo

Vincent DiLullo            
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Travis L. Hood, CPA     
Kahan Steiger & Company, PC

Gray Huffard   
Bessemer Trust

Sylvia M. Kapica, Esq. 
PKF O'Connor Davies, LLP

Lane L. Marmon, Esq. 
Wealth Enhancement Group

Margaret St. John Meehan, Esq.        
Day Pitney LLP

Alexandra L. Mililli, AWMA     
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Stephen M. Napier, Esq.         
Berkowitz, Trager & Trager, LLC

Kaitlyn Pacelli, Esq.     
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Greg Pepin, CPA          
Reynolds + Rowella

Zachary M. Rawlings   
Lenox Advisors, Inc.

Cara Santoro, Esq.      
Cummings & Lockwood, LLC

Andrew B. Seiken, Esq.           
BNY Mellon Wealth Management

Alyssa V. Sherriff, Esq. 
Brody Wilkinson PC

Matthew E. Smith, Esq.          
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Luke T. Tashjian, Esq.  
Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan LLC

Charles W. Tricomi, Jr., CFA, CFP        
Crestwood Advisors

Lois B. Anderson
Lois B. Anderson Attorney at Law

Eliot M. Bassin, CPA
Bregman & Company PC

Rob Roy Buckingham, Jr., Esq.
Blair & Potts

Caroline M. Calder
Morgan Stanley

Michael T. Clear, Esq.
Wiggin and Dana LLP

Jeffrey J. Danile, Esq.  
U.S. Trust

William T. Donahue    
Wells Fargo Wealth Management

Laura Drynan  
Bourgeon Capital Management

Marissa Dungey, Esq.  
Dungey Dougherty LLC

Daniel P. Fitzgerald, Esq.        
Cummings & Lockwood LLC

Tom Garvey    
LCR Wealth Management

Phil Glennon, Esq.       
Wealth Enhancement Group

Sandra Greer   
First County Bank

Carolann Grieve, CTFA            
GenSpring Family Office Services

Lynn Grossman           
Raymond James Financial

Alison J. Hamilton       
Eagle Ridge Investment  
Management, LLC

Steven Lerangis           
Morgan Stanley

Ari Maunula    
Marcum LLP

D. Robert Morris, Esq. 
Pullman & Comley, LLC

Greg Murphy    
US Bank

Scott Nevins    
Bernstein Global Wealth Management

Jennifer M. Pagnillo, Esq.       
Day Pitney LLP

Joseph A. Pucci, Jr.      
William Blair, Private Wealth 
Management

Ellen T. Reid    
Northern Trust Company

Larry Rollins, CFP
Twenty Four Wealth

Laurie Giles Shipp, Esq.
Giles Shipp, LLC

Greta E. Solomon, Esq.           
Cohen and Wolf, P. C.

Timothy H. Throckmorton      
Webster Private Bank

Katy M. Tucci, CTFA    
BNY Mellon Wealth Management

Mary Wall, CFP, CTFA 
U.S. Trust

Emeritus Professional Advisors Council

Rising Professional Advisors Council

Professional Advisors Council
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OFFICERS

DIRECTORS

EMERITUS DIRECTORSEX-OFFICIO LEGAL COUNSEL

Edwin Ford
Chair

Steve Edwards
Vice Chair

Johnna Torsone
Vice Chair

Christopher Whitney
Treasurer

Joette Katz, Esq.
Secretary

Justin Beal 

Anthony L. Bennett* 

Terrence Cheng

Clayton Fowler

Gerald M. Fox, III, Esq.

Jon Fraade

Michelle Kay Garvey 

Carolyn Gonzalez

Joel Z. Green, Esq.

Mindy Houck 

Christopher Johnson

Charles MacCormack

Neil Marcus, Esq.

Jennifer M. Pagnillo, Esq.**

Charles Presbury* 

Maya Reddi 

Mark A. Riser

Maya Louise Tichio

Preston C. Tisdale, Esq.

Mary Woods**

Edwin A. Bescherer Jr.

Wilmot L. Harris Jr., Esq.

W. Michael Funck

Ann S. Mandel

Sheila A. Perrin

Mendi Blue Paca,
President & CEO

Brody Wilkinson PC

Fairfield County's  
Community Foundation Staff

Fairfield County's  
Community Foundation Board of Directors

Cesar Aleman
Director, CT Urban 
Opportunity Collaborative

William C. Andrews, CPA
Chief Financial Officer

Steven Aubin
Manager, Development & 
Scholarship Services

Tara Berlingo
Vice President, People & Culture

Carolina Bonaparte
Controller

Krista Carnes 
Director of Communications

Maria Casey
Database & Reporting Associate

Joseph Collin
Vice President of Philanthropy

Rebecca Cordero
Manager, Center for 
Nonprofit Excellence

Sara DeRose
Philanthropic Advisor

Alexandra Ganim
Program Associate 

Dr. Tanya A. Hills
Director of Learning & Evaluation

Liz Hoagland
Director of Education & 
Workforce Development

Jenny W. Holaday
Finance Manager

Khalilah Johnson
Gift Acknowledgement Associate 

Sharon Jones
Grants Associate

Rebecca Mandell
Donor Engagement Officer, 
Partnerships & Learning

Elaine V. Mintz
Vice President of Strategy & 
External Relations

Sarah Omotunde
Program Associate

Mendi Blue Paca
President & CEO

Julian Pierce
Director of Economic Opportunity

Alex Quesada 
Director of Data, Administration 
& Reporting

Tiana Randretsanilo
Support Coordinator

Alison Riith 
Senior Associate, Data 

Sonia Rivera
Assistant, Finance

Lutonya Russell-Humes
Vice President of 
Grants & Programs

Heather Wainwright
Executive Associate

* Incoming Board Member 	
** Outgoing Board Member 
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Giving Voice
Board Member Advocates for Fairfield 
County’s Latino Community

For Carolyn Gonzalez, 
advocating for Fairfield 
County’s Latino community 
is personal.

“I was born and raised and 
still live in Bridgeport which 
continues to be one of the 
poorest areas in our region,” 
said Gonzalez, a member 

of the Community Foundation’s Board of Directors. “Too 
often, people like me grow up with and internalize the 
stigma of being from a poor community, especially one in 
a very wealthy county.”

That personal experience is what drives her to serve on the 
board and has guided her career.

As Community Development Officer at Capital for 
Change, Connecticut’s largest full-service Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI), Gonzalez works 
to ensure grassroots nonprofits, small businesses and 
other under-resourced organizations and communities 
have access to much-needed capital.

In this role, she’s building on her diverse experience, 
which includes over 20 years in the community and 

economic development field having worked for ASPIRA 
of Connecticut; Bridgeport Economic Development 
Corporation; State of Connecticut Department of 
Economic and Community Development; and Community 
Capital Fund.

She was a founding member of Groundwork Bridgeport 
and a former board member of Bridgeport Neighborhood 
Fund. She’s proudest of her involvement as a founding 
member and board member (since 2003) of the Greater 
Bridgeport Latino Network, where she served as president 
from 2015 - 2019. GBLN became a resource and voice for 
the Latino community.

“I got involved with FCCF because I became aware of 
how impactful a role foundations can have on large scale 
issues by investing in the innovation that is taking place to 
address inequity at the very grassroots, community level,” 
Gonzalez said. “We are focused on including the voices 
and ideas of those who are most affected, and I am excited 
to support that and help it grow.”

CAROLYN GONZALEZ
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation Board Member

“�I got involved with FCCF because I became aware 
of how impactful a role foundations can have on 
large scale issues by investing in the innovation 
that is taking place to address inequity at the very 
grassroots, community level.”

BOARD PROFILE

LEGAL COUNSEL

Fairfield County's  
Community Foundation Volunteers

Lucy Ball 

Kaye Barker

Matt Broder

Annie Burleigh

Caroline M. Calder

Brandon Cardwell 

Dwain Carryl 

Kieran Cavanna

Young Chang

Valerie Cooper

Vicki Craver 

Linda Cremin

Andrea K. Cross

Ralph Depanfilis 

Amy Downer 

Laura Farrelly 

Frosty Friedman

John Gambardella

Courtney George 

Marty Gilbert

Steven Goldstein 

Julie Graham 

Sandra Greer

Jack Griffin

Camille Guthrie

Woody Harford 

David Harmston

Mary Henwood

Ron Herman 

Shamare Holmes

Billy Johnson

Karen Kariuki

Cordy Kelly 

Mary Lee Kiernan 

Ann Mandel 

Laura McCargar

Julietta Menga

Virginia Meyer 

Jonathan Moffly 

Jerry Nielsen

Sandy Nielsen-Baumann

Jody Osborn 

Lynne Pasculano

Sheila Perrin 

Stephen Perry 

Ruth Ann Phillips

Kari Pollak 

Marianne Pollak  

Alicia Robinson 

Valerie Rockefeller 

Kathy Sachs

Eileen Scully

Lisa Sementilli

Charlotte Suhler 

John Suhler 

Eileen Swerdlick

Ellen Tower

Karen Wackerman 

Valeria Wells

John Zhang
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When we create a community where all our neighbors 
have an opportunity to succeed, we all thrive. But 
we have work to do to achieve this vision. In Fairfield 
County, race is highly correlated with outcomes 
in education, health, housing, income and wealth 
generation. Together, we have the power to change 
systems and dismantle the structures that have created 

these disparities to create a stronger, more prosperous 
community. When we do that, we will help our local 
economy thrive, build a larger skilled workforce, and 
promote health and safety in Fairfield County.

Fairfield County Forward is the Community Foundation’s 
new strategic plan for achieving this vision — developed 
in partnership with the Fairfield County community.

FAIRFIELD COUNTY FORWARD

Explore Our New 
Strategic Plan

Why is This Work Needed in Fairfield County?
Stark racial and ethnic disparities exist in Fairfield County due to systemic and structural barriers like 
racially discriminatory practices, restricted access to resources and prohibitive public policies. In 
fact, a 2019 study by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York found that Fairfield County was the most 
economically unequal metropolitan area in the country.

38 FCCFoundation.org



Equitable Opportunities 
to Thrive

An evolving approach to 
transformative solutions
Fairfield County Forward has been informed by close 
collaboration with community partners, and expands 
on our existing work of closing the opportunity 
gap. We acknowledge that many of the approaches 
historically taken by foundations — including our own 
— have not produced systemically impactful results. 

With that in mind, we aim to execute our work 
differently and partner with and support our 
community with humility.  We are grateful for 
your partnership, and excited to embark on this 
important work with you to build a stronger, more 
vibrant region.

As we partner with our community to close the opportunity gap 
and advance race equity in education, income & wealth, health, 
and housing, we aspire to create a community where:

All Fairfield County students graduate with a high school 
degree and are prepared for post-secondary education 
and/or employment.

All Fairfield County residents have equitable access to high-quality, 
culturally-competent physical and mental health services.

All Fairfield County residents have safe, stable and affordable housing in 
communities of opportunity.

All Fairfield County residents have equitable access to 
entrepreneurship and employment skill-building opportunities 
to achieve financial self-sufficiency and build assets.

THE RESULTS WE SEEK

Learn more: FCCFoundation.org/FairfieldCountyForward
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Fairfield County’s Community Foundation

That’s the vision behind Fairfield County Forward — a new strategy centered on changing the systems and 
dismantling the structures that have created racial disparities in our community to create a stronger, more 
prosperous Fairfield County. Together, we can ensure that every child born in Fairfield County — regardless of 
their ZIP code or race — has the tools and support to live their best lives.

Explore our new strategic plan:  FCCFoundation.org/FairfieldCountyForward

Imagine 
a Fairfield 
County where 
everyone has 
an equitable 
opportunity 
to thrive

40 Richards Avenue | Norwalk, CT 06854 | (203) 7500-3200

FCCFoundation.org

FCCFoundation.org/blog

FCCFoundation_CT

FCCFoundation

Fairfield County’s Community Foundation

https://fccfoundation.org/fairfield-county-forward/
https://fccfoundation.org/fairfield-county-forward/
http://FCCFoundation.org
https://fccfoundation.org/blog-2/
https://fccfoundation.org/blog-2/
https://www.instagram.com/FCCFoundation_CT/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCFoundation/
https://www.youtube.com/fccfoundation
https://twitter.com/fccfoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fairfield-county-community-foundation/

